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AT THE 1 5 
EAST INDIA HOUSE, 


On WEDNESDAY, the wa of OCTOBER, . 


oe cool der the Proceedings of the Court of Diectors, on the Reſolution of the IV 
Court of the 29th of May laſt, + ee the payment of the Law Expences incurred 
by WARREN HASTINGS, Eſfq- 


e WHEN _ 


The blowing 8 Reſolutions moved by Mr. ALDERMAN' LUSHINGTONs 
| were diſcuſſed and adopted. 


A That this Court obſerve with great concern, that their Reſolutions of the 2d and 
3d of June, with reſpect of the payment of the Law Hope nces incurred by Warren 
Haſtings, Eta. i in the late Impeachment, and for granting him an Annuity, as a reward 
for his ſervices to the Eaſt India Company, have not been carried into effect. 
% That it is the opinion of this Court, that the ſaid Law Expences may become. 2 
+ charge upon the Revenues in India, and be paid with the confent of the Commiſſioners 
for the Affairs in India. 
UL. 4% That the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, be requeſted to wait upon the 
Ba ht Honourable the Commiſſioners — the Affairs of India, and to expreſs the carneſt 
s of this Court, that they be pleaſed to concur in the N 9 85 Law Ex- 
| penees of Mr. Haſtings, ne in pron gs * r to . to the Reins 
Yon of this. Court,” | 


1 


Fe. 


» held on Wedneſday, the 17th Inſtant, of A dpaſſed between the Board of Com- 
miſſieners, their Preſident, and himſelf and the Deputy Kan mos — 8 * 
ene, in conſequence of the preceding Reſolutions. 


- PT TO WHICH 18 PREFIXED B 
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„„ ADVERTISEMENT. 
17 was the Reporter's intention to have publiſhed Wan Debates 


as foon as poſſible, previous to the meeting of Parliament, and the whole 
was aFually written and printed, before the 29th of Oftober, except a few 


pages; but the very intereſting and important buſineſs introduced into both 


Houſes, immediately upon the 'commeucement of the Seffion,. and which 
continued to engage not only their attention, but that of the whole kingdom, 
occupied his time ſo entirely, in preparing bis Parliamentary Reports, 


that it rendered it utterly impoſſible for the Reporter to find leiſure to put 


the fniſhing hand to this publication, till after the Bills* bad paſſed through 
' their Parliamentary ſtages, and by OY eg ane Royal an 
bad become Ads of the Legiſlature. 


Crown Cover, FLeeT-STREET, | 
| Dec. 31, 1795. 


1 Tho Bill entituled . An Aa, for the Safety and Profavatihe: of his „ Majeſty's 
| Perſon and Government, againſt Treaſonable and Seditious Practices and Attempts;“ 
and a Bill entituled « 0 AR, for the more de ranas preventing of Seditious Meet - 
ings, — Aſſembli 
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The Caan ſtated for the 8 of the Court, that ſince 
che laſt meeting of Proprietors, the Directors previews to their carry- 

done of dhe General Court of Friday, the agth of Aay, 
recommending to them to apply to Mr. Haſtings for a ſtatement of his 


ing the 


expences, and after having aſcertained the ame, to Sig the 
neceſſary to inform. the. Miniſter of their intention, imm 


obey the directions of their conftituents,  unlefs he knew 2 any —. So 


objection to their ſo doing. That Mr. Pitt ſent them word, that he 
could give no anſwer, till he had conſulted the reſt of his Majeſty's 


Miniſters on the ſubject, That a letter was © ap ſeqvently ſent him 
(he Chairman) from Mr. Long, Secretary of 


Treafuly, ineloſing 
Opinions of the Attorney and Solicitor General on the ſubject, 


which with thoſe of the other Learned Gentlemen, to whom caſes 


had been ſtated. by the Company's Solicitor, had been printed for the 


in a few days. 


Mr. R. Jack/an,defired to know DONNA LSE IG 


printed, as well as the corre — i between the Directors and the 
; JO and the Proceecings of the Oey of Directors on the ſubject ; 7 


7 The Fs 2 Ex 


The Calau Bid, 5 rigipl 8 'of the Leartied 
45 us 


unſel were id be. 2 the . « Corret- 
8 eh 2 pas ee n had age der prehenc 
the Learned Gentleman ares Oe act had paſſed HE Nis N 


jeſty s Miniſter and him. In fact, it was but a lingle letter written by 
bim, and a ſingle letter to him in reply. That as to the "Proceedings 
of the Court Ae 1897 nn uir 
1 ela apen. to the 

'P | | 2 19 K 9 lr eee, 8 ab 07 bags A1 brag 
- Fi nent fit 559: thy PR 4 #7 mou, moi we -ORM egen aid 245 411 


Mr. Nur s ſaid,” he dig not with we Proceedings of-che! Court of 


TS EE dot I the N immateriak as it 


— 
y would make ſome 


Pn teat" 
tale 


amount thereof, not exceeding 71, og ol. into execution, ales. ht it 


uſe of the Proprietors, and that they would * ready to be delivered b 


2 and ĩt = 
2 


igh * e 0 


1 FD 5447 
Matic Score ſaid, as the Honourable and T e a 
called upon m, he roſe merely to declare that he knew of no. Motion, g 
that > lA intende DO to be brought forward ſure he was, he meant | to 


- 


25 * ante their, g | 22 „Rar 
Jaſtings, ate Governor FRE 
40 Toe opinion to 5 this Court, in what m © 1 to 1 extent it it 


int 


other of Mr. Haſtings's friends, 
had alluded to, N in fairneſs, take care that, it Hl be publicly 


3 ; 
| " - 
X } 1 LED 3% FE „ ö ** 
* 2 "4 0 


take care it was bf e known 770 eviqus to the 
next exe 2. 9 9272 on my Oeser, = 1 might 


not be called upon all at once, and on the ſudden, to diſcuſs a matter; of 
which they had prgviovuſly-no information, and conſequently no appor- 


ee er 201031 599 #4 #1 3 997 Jan 55 er 


1 < Cramman faid, * 25 ele dir a not re n him, but lay 


altogether with the diſcretion of the individual Fong e tic 
might be, that ſhould make any. Motion on * Report. 5 


Mr. Jackſon ſajd,. moſt certainly hought it ri i £0 4 

out the ſuggeſtion, with the hope, t phy ge 0 j 

was abſent, or the Honourable Myjer whom he: ent, or any 
who 100 uld make ln 4 Finde -6e 


knows, Freyious to the day of the General Court, 


offer 2 nor did he believe that any other of Mr. nee 92 
5 7 


had ſuch an intention. He reminded the Coley that at a 
| a. bated > 26th. of Mg, ft, the order af W bad 0 


be ar 


Ailtinguich 8 


Reſolutions came to creat 
pecking the fer wie og, leck rions, w 36, had 
: Ives in * 1 in eee pn reliminary eis. 
tion, acknowledg | Abl e den of Mr., Haſting, 4 
declaring the . 1 5 780 rapoled, move: 


and agreed to unanimouſly ; and after 'that, them, re Rh that the char; 


th he Publ his 
Corcoran cog ne „ 


; ne nh Rſs ae 951 compenfarion. far. g 
ab e Major ſaid it was, true, Hliexc hadl Fer 
tba if opinion. oH 12 212970 Avala Hoi ac 


i? 1 FAS 25%, the Maj ar. ith . Kater exp | Cate 


7 25 


* * * 


"nourable ES who 


N 


n 


#27 


ene 
- uns. 
* 


ir, Face Ad beped, wür when the” . 


E 855 be — 55 1 own orgy 
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1 oy e the firtt bag not paiſed nanim: ouſly. e 

ke. Nha ed co ne Minutes of the: Covrt;! front whetice it 
append that = firſt Reſolution was ſtated to have paſfed unammouſiy, 
conſiderable e of opinion aboue. the 


of 13: 7 had 7 IT 3© 2 2 a0 * 251 3 SE bf PUSH STE ©. 
F : 1 14 27 2 3 on * : 7 PY «+ * 1 N | 
SOR 015; Tt es iin SH * 20 n 1 2 t ne CUI 


* Fs ? 5 — * 172 . #4 
2 434 N N Ne 4:17 2 Nl 111 3 it . 
oe OS 


- 


S £ 


on 


not 


2 


4 
*y 


— 8 


. UA 1 Saen ee, 1 Ba 
2 547 SELL eon Il 


C4 c 
* *. 5 C 
worh:'s 
110 & 4 2 


4 22 * 4 2 4 1 
Wy £ Teal Gaps pl 
EF 22 ks EL TRIOGH ONT as 3103; 7 


3 


5 27 2 1 1 THF) 


n * 1 
CR Done? c would be publihed ff in time, 15 - 
Aduno! 


eee pen 77 25 AST ting | 


"Mr"! eee, elehiri36i ah Court; he ſubjeR 
in Moy laſt; he and his friends had exprefied' 1 | ſhes; that the'ofi 
2 the Cb of Directors had been raken by the General Court, pre- 
us to che Proprietors at large voting any” Reſolution. He hoped © 


the He e report to be laid'before_che' next Generaf Edbft, the Spin 
Hine Direktors would be Ueclittd, a8 be knew many of the 
# grear meaſure by the judgment vf 
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13 1 
into execution, acted miniſterialiy, and the declaration of their individual 


opinion by no means appeared to be neceſſary. 


Mr. Jackſon ſupported Mr. Henchman, and reminded the Chairman 
that he had with great earneſtneſs, indeed with all that he was maſter of, 
objected to the Proprietors at large doing any thing, before they had 
been favoured with the opinion of the Directors upon the ſubject. Had 
that courſe been purſued, he was perſuaded, none of the difficulties that 
had fince occurred, would have preſented themſelves; The Reſolutions 
having been voted by the General Court, by no means ſhut out the Di- 
rectors from declaring their opinions, and what had paſſed on the ſubject 
ſince the Court of the 2gth of May, made it more than ever to be de- 


fired, that the Directors would ſome way or other let their opinions be 7 


known to the Proprietors. 


Mr. R. Thornton (a Director) ſaid, that ſince the 29th of May laft, the 
matter in queſtion had ſomewhat chauged its appearance, and did not ſtand 
exactly the ſame, as it at that time did. The opinion then entertained was, 
that the carrying the Reſolutions into execution, was a matter to which 
no doubt could attach on the ſcore of legal objection. Was the caſe the 
fame now? In conſequence of the Directors having thought it neceſſary 
to take the opinion of counſel on the matter, and to apply to his Majefty's 
Miniſters to know if they were aware of any legal objection, ſeveral 
legal doubts had been ſtated, and the Directors had been informed, that 
if they carried the Reſolutions into execution, it might be attended 
with ſome riſque to their private fortunes, as they might have to re- 
fund every ſhilling they advanced. Surely the Proprietors would not 
with the Directors to be loſers, or to do any thing illegal, in conſequence _ 
of vote-of a General Court, confirmed by a Ballot. Having themſelves 
decided upon the ſubject, and lawyers opinions having been ſince taken, 
if the Directors were called on for their individual opinions, he ſhould ' 
think they were put upon hard ſervice, and rather unreaſonably treated. 
Mr. Thornton Archer dilated on the ſame point. 
„ „ n : 1 
Mr. R. Jackſon again ſaid, that the DireQors were by no means ſhut 
out from giving their opinions, but on the contrary, that the eir- 
cumſtances that had taken place ſince the third of May laſt, made it more 
than ever to be deſired that they ſhould do ſo; at the ſame time they 
certainly were not compelled to declare their opinions, if they were un- 
willing to ſtate them. | Ff. LE 
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Nr. Henchman repeated his declaration, that a number of Proprietdrs 
were anxiously defirous of knowing the ſentiments of their Directors, as - 
their votes would in a great meaſure be guided by them, 


The Cnairman and Major Scott ſaid # few words more ach and 
then the ſubject was diſmiſſed, - | . ; 


| : Mr. Henchmian previous to the Court's adjourning, aid he had PLN 
5 ; papers to-aſk for relative to ſhipping, which he truſted would be granted, 
5 | as they were wiſhed for by him and his friends, in caſe that ſubject 
N - _ thould come again before the General Court; at preſent, the arrange- 
ment was in the hands of the Court of Directors, that he had ſeen with 
regret, cauſes that might have retarded the conſideration of the ſubject, 
burt chat he and thoſe who ated with him waited with patience for the 
- report, which they were ſatisfied, would as M15 as pollible come from - 


that fide of the Bar. —He then mores,” 


. 


7 TY. That the Court of Directors do prepare and lay before the next General Court, 
3 an acccunt of the rates at which Inſurances have been annually made to and from 
| India, upon the ſhips of this Company, from the year 1785 to the preſent time, or 
TEES | 35% for ſo many years of the ſaid period, as they may be able to furniſh. And alſo an 


account ſtating annually, the Sea Damage upon every ſhip in the ſervice of this 


"wp | : „ | | Company during the fame period; ÜHÜũ HR h-ery; ene: pts ; 1 


8 3 Hips.” 
OE EE OTH: ' And the queſtion thereon being pu, the ſame paſſed in the affir- 
4 Sauen then Adjourned, | 


n 


7 Sv 
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| K-04 A's General Court having. been convened by publick advertiſement, 
. 1 for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the following Reſolutions, 
; | | which Mr. Alderman n had ſent the Court of Directors infor- 
| I RUE: e ty PETRI on that 


f . 


and 3d of June, wich reſpect of the payment of the Law Expences incurred b 
: Wares a Eſq. in the late Im eachment, and fo grating him an Annuity, 


: * TH a8 2 reward for his ſervices to the Eafl ttt ge" into 


That 


3 


2 : 4 K _ 4 , 4 - 
f 1 . 


II. « That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman be requeſted to wait upon the 
Right Horiourable.the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to expreſs: the earneſt wiſh 
. and requeſt of this Court, that he will be pleaſed to concur in the Reſolution: which 
relates · to che ſaid, Law. Expencess;o tn fon ei ont Ie 17 


3 


III. © That the Chairman and Deputy Chainnay be 57 Siigen to wait upon the - 
Right Honourable the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, and to expreſs the 
earneſt wiſh and requeſt of this Court, that they will be pleaſed to grant theit᷑ aſſent 
to the payment of the Annuity voted by this Court, as a reward for the important 
ſervices rendered to the Eaſt India Company by Warren Haſtings, Efq. late Go- 
 vernor-General of Bengal... oo PHE bot 0 OR TY 
IV. « That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman be requeſted to communicate to 
this Court, as ſoon as may be convenient, the anſwers which they may receive from 
the Right Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Right Honourable - 
the Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India, on the ſubject of the preceding: Reſo- 
toad 24527 SITES TATE SVERI. Ou. 3 | 


At Twelve O'Clock, Mr. David Scorr, Deputy Chairman, took 
the Chair in the abſence of Sir Stephen Luſhington, who was prevented 
from attending by indiſpoſit ioo. 


The Minutes of the preceding Court were then read over, and the 
correſpondence* between the Chairman, Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and 
Mr. Pitt, Chancellor of the Exchequer, read ſhort-by: common conſent, 
the ſame having been printed for the uſe of the Proprietors, and there- _ 

fore preſumed to be in the poſſeſſion of all preſent, 


Mr. Alderman Luſbington, as ſoon as he took his ſeat in the Court, roſe, 
and opened the buſineſs of the day. He ſaid, he truſted, that he ſhould 
not be under the neceſſity of detaining the Court very long. The Mo- 
tions which he ſhould have the honour to make, ſtruck him as beſt cal- 
culated to produce the end which they all had in view, and which juſtice, 
policy, and gratitude required from them. The merits of Mr. Haſtings, 
and his uncommon ſufferings, were now too well known to render it neceſ- 
ſary for him to go over that ground again, unleſs he ſnould be called up by | 
any thing that ſhoutd be ſaid in the courſe of the day's diſcuſſion, affecting | 5 
the principle of the Reſolutions voted by the General Court of the agth of 
May, and confirmed by the Ballot on the 2d of June laſt. As thoſe 
Reſolutions, and their principle, had been ſo amply diſcuſſed, before they 


8 by ig bs. 4 3 * Te ” $ 
IS FT | 3 J 4 bag k — g : ' 4 a 8: ; 1 
N « 1 3 8 2715 t . ED EVE UG * — 
— EY 


—_— 2 9 


n 


* : a — 
% # : * 
bs . 


* „ + #* Vide A pendix : 
% * 

* 

6 4 5 — * P * n ® ; * of * 


. 8 
5 1 7 
7? 7 
** 1 * 
1 


* 


. - 
, o . — 9 * 8 n 
a * 2 * — of 2 
4 2 n 4 2 u 838 92  ,m—_— = "xz - ae = 
r — en Av — — 83 g FR 
3 2 5 by 3 : * ; « . es ao. * 2 1 V Go EW 
oy 5 Ee) 2 TT F ts CNS "on 5 1 5 8 8 8 1 a Bt SYED. 8 Sat Rc... AY a amiga =" Wo» * 2 2 Po. py 
I Md = 2 1 "$a REID > V4 4 . 4 a 1 IS, a — 4 1 0 c . * ES f _ coed 3 WE 
1 * OR OE ES» a. "FRY . r Wr FR as W 7 , Z - 
N r ths 1 A T 7 
r os . "+. = 


e 


Ft 2 1 < 


were adopted, he did, pot expect, 58 either nnn the object of 
further debate, and as he had communicated the ſeveral Reſolutions, he 
intended to bring forward that day, to the Directors, and they had ſince 
been printed for the uſe of the Proprietors,” he prefumed-it would be 
| needleſs for him to ſay much, in explanation of the firſt of them, pre- 
Wi - yious.to his moying 1t.,, Poſſibly, however, ſome objection might be 
4 | taken to the word concern; and 14 might be conſidered, as conveying a 
* : | _ cenſure on the Court of Directors, for not having carried the Reſolutions 
| ett | of the General Court into effect. He did . ſolemnly aſſure every 
. Gentleman, behind the Bar, and the Court in general, that he had 
5 not meant to imply any. thin like a cenſure upon the Direction, 
or pon any ipdividual; © he had: adopted the word concern in its 
| Dn La ple and natural ſenſe, 3 5 to N what, he truſted, every 
= Proprietor felt, a ſincere legret, that an) difficulties had ariſen to pre- 
; vent the Refolutions from having been carried into execution. He 
| 885 owned he was ſorry and concerned on that account, but no man could 
FS be more feady, than he was, to do juſtice to the Directors, and to fav, 
5 FE, that with propriety, .they could not have acted otherwiſe than they had 
3 done. They were told, by grave and great authorities, that they would 
3 : | act at their own riſque, and Wu moſt undoubtedly, a heavy re- 
1 3 | Fonbibilicy, it became them not only for the ſake of: their:own charac- 
f : > _ _.. ters and their own fafety; but to guard the Proprietors in general, againſt 
es ou future difficulty and embarraſſment, to act with caution, and to enquire 
: -_ _ whether there were any legal objections, to carrying thoſe Reſolu- 
Bank tions into effect, which they had declared themſelves about to do, unleſs 
ſome legal objections could be ſuggeſted. Ha ving thus explained the 
RR. + #nſe, in hie he had adopted the word cancern, and meant to have it 
* . under ſtood, Me. Luſhington ſaid, there remained he believed, no occaſion 
33 | DIS | for him to do more than to move the firſt Reſolution, which he flattered 
=—_ ,. ; | himſelf would meet with the unanimous concurrence of the whole Court. 
AA * Reſolution was moved pai: and ſeconded by Captain Paul. 
| - 1 
25 Ir. Randle Jac chow lad the'Honovrable Alderman had ed 
A ETFs | the otjection, - which he ſhould otherwiſe have offered to the form of 
7 | the Motion, by his explanation of what he intended to imply by the 
„ 7 — of doubs; but that 
pet > his Honourable Friend had intended to convey no other meaning, than 
. + .- Vhat which he had fo explicitly ſtated. Still, however, he thought the 
py, word 54 gras becauſe although every Proprietor preſent might 
| e Alderman. in L the interpretation t 
NIE 


[8 }. 
ſenſe of the word, which his Honourable Friend had given, it would, 
he believed, be generally conſtrued without doors, as the language of 
reproof to the Directors, and as intended to ſignify, that the Proprietors 
were diſappointed, and angry, that the Directors had not carried their 
Reſolutions of the 2d of June into execution. He well knew, that his 
Honourable Friend coincided in opinion with him in thinking, that 
the Directors had afted wiſely in proceeding with caution,- and in 
taking care, that by any raſh; or inadvertent conduct on their parts, 
they ſhould not lay the ground of future difficulty and embarraſſment, 


which would be productive of diſagreeable conſequences to the Com- 


pany, and perhaps of riſque and diſgrace to themſelves. Mr. Jackſon 
thought, that there was no neceſſity for uſing a word in the Reſolution, 
which was liable to be miſconceived, and that it would anſwer every 
purpoſe the worthy Magiſtrate wiſhed, if it were altogether” omitted 
and the mere fact reſolved, viz. © That it appears to this Court, that 
their Reſolutions of the 2d and 3d of June, with reſpect to the law 
expences incurred by Warren Haſtings, Eſq. in the late Impeachment, 
and for granting him an annuity, as a reward for his ſervices to the 
Eaſt India Company, have not been carried into effect. Ee 


Mr. Twining agreed with the Learned Gentleman in his ſuggeſted 


amendment, and thought the word. concern not only unneceſſary, but 


inapplicable. So far from feeling concern at the delay, Which had 
ariſen ſrom the precaution. of the Directors, he thought the gentlemen 
behind the Bar were entitled to the thanks of the Court, for: having fo 
laudably endeavoured to aſcertain whether the Minifter/ entertained, 
or knew of any legal abſtacles to the carrying the Reſolutions into exe- 
cution, and finding that legal doubts were entertained by men of high 
character and great profeſſional weight and authority, they could not 


do otherwiſe, than appeal to their conſtituents and ſtate their proceed- 


ings. He ſhould never therefore feel concern for what he conſidered 
to be highly uſeful and meritorious, and for that reaſon, he wiſhed the 
amendment ſuggeſted: by his Learned Friend, might be adopted. © - 


111 


Mr. Grant ſaid, he did not rife to object to that expreſſion in the firſt 
of the Reſolutions now before the Court (namely, great concern,” 
which had been animadverted upon, as ſuſceptible of an improper appt 
cation to the Court of Directors, but to obſerve, that having, himſelf, 
at a former meeting, voted againſt the Reſolutions propoſed in favour 
of Mr, Haſtings, and remaining a in the opinion, upon 181 


* 


Eo ON 


he then ated, he could not now, with conſiſtency, cohcur in a Motion 
which declared concern, that thoſe Reſolutions were not carried into ef- 
fea. In ſaying this, he thought it was but right to add, that in the 
whole of the preſent buſineſs he had ated for himſelf only, taking no 
impulſe from others, and ſeeking to give no impreſſion, if ſo humble 
an opinion as his could be conceived capable of impreſſing, in any quar- 
ter, where the deciſion of this matter might be ſuppoſed to reſt. He 
underſtood it had been thought by ſome, that when he oppoſed the 
grants to Mr. Haſtings, he ſhould have aſſigned his reaſons. He ſaid, 
to do this fully, would have led him into a very wild field, and into the 
conſideration of many important ſubjects, to which he did not feel him- 
ſelf able to do ſufficient juſtice, if the time and patience of the Court 
would have admitted of ſuch a diſcuſſion ; nor did he conceive this to 
be neceſſary, becauſe the caſe of Mr. Haſtings was not now a new 
caſe—it had been long before the publick—moſt men had made 
up their minds upon it—and he, viewing the firſt Reſolution as a call 
for certain donations to Mr. Haſtings, thought himſelf at liberty ex- 
Preſsly to refuſe his aſſent to fuch donations, without--explaining the 
reaſons, which might, in his mind, render the conc eſſion of them im- 
proper. It was fit to add too, that he had no perſonal enmity to Mr. 
- Haſtings—in the few inſtances in which he had had occafion to tranſ- 
act with him in the courſe of his ſervices abroad, he had been treated 
by him with liberality ; he hoped, alſo, he knew how to appreciate what 
he ſhould take the liberty to call the better parts of Mr. Haſtings's 
character; neither did he act from party motives of any kind; he had no 
mare in brioging forward, or carrying on the proſecution, either in 
India, or in England, he was no advocate for the length of that proſe- 
cution; he had made his ſentiments, reſpecting Mr. Haſtings, ſo little 
the ſubje& of converſation, that he believed his declaration, in a former 
Court, had ſurpriſed ſome of his acquaintance; in a word, had he been 
only a private Proprietor, he would have choſen to avoid taking any 
part in this buſineſs; but having the honour of being inveſted with the 
character of a Director, he thought that he was thereby charged with a 
| care for the. intereſts of the Company, and that he could not 
diveſt himſelf of that charge, when he quitted the room, in which the 
Directors met; that thus ſituated, a cauſe in which he had never thought 


to interfere, had at length come to him, and forced him to ſpeak. So. 4 


called upon, he had no alternative, but to refuſe his conſent, to the acts 
prepoſed, in fayour of Mr. Haſtings, not ſo much from any conſidera- 
don reſpeRing the fortune of that Gentleman, or even the magnitude 

N Ek ER Wy. Ml | = ah 
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ue . — | 
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of the ſums propoſed to be given him, though, on each of theſe heads, 

he had ſpecific objections; but that theſe grants, and the votes whereby - 

: they were conveyed, went to give a ſanction to the adminiſtration of Mr. 

n Haſtings, to which he was very far from being able honeſtly to ſay, that 

he thought it entitled. He thought, indeed, quite otherwiſe, and moſt 

of all objected to ſuch a ſanction, becauſe it would have not only a retro- 

ſpective, but a future effect; it might operate hereafter in the minds of 
other ſervants of the Company; and it would certainly, if accorded, de- 
ſcend to poſterity, reflecting, as he conceived, - a. falſe light on the cha- 


* 


racter of the Adminiſtration in queſtion. 


Mr. Luſbington in reply to Mr. Jackſon, repeated his former aſſertion, | 
that it was not his meaning to caſt the ene diſtant reflection, either upon | . - 
the Directors, or his Majeſty's Miniſters, nor did he believe when the | 
_ Proprietors ſaid, they obſerved with great concern that their reſolutions 
in favour of ſo meritorious a ſervant, as Mr. Haſtings had been acknow- 
| ledged to be, had not been carried into effect, they faid more than was 
preciſely the caſe; at leaſt he would declare for himſelf, that he felt 

very ſerious anxiety and concern on that account; he would therefore ;: ol 
put his Motion as it ftood, unleſs ſome more ſolid objection | 
than he had yet heard, ſhould be ſtated. With reſpect to the 
remark of an Honourable Director (Mr. Grant) that the preſent. 
and late proceedings of this Court, would have a proſpective and 
à retroſpective effect in India, God forbid, ſaid Mr. Luſhington, 
that it ſhould not; I mean that the conduct of the Eaſt India Company 
towards Mr. Haſtings, ſhould not leſs mark their gratitude to him, 
than it will hold forth to all future Governors, this ſalutary conviction, 
CER that while on great and emergent occaſions, they make the welfare and 
the ſafety of the Empire, their principal object, we will not baſely de- 
ſert them. Occaſions did ariſe during the adminiſtration of Mr. Haſt- 
ings, in which by a cold phlegmatic diſcharge of his official duty, he 
would have loſt India—ſuch occaſions may ariſe again, and if for adding 
above two millions a year, to your revenues, if for preſerving the Em- 
pire of India to you, which his Majeſty's Miniſters have repeatedly de- 
clared he did, you leave him to be involved in utter ruin, from the 
means which he took to defend thoſe acts, to which you owe your ſafety 
and proſperity, will any man ever ſerve you again from any other mo. 
tive than a cold attention to his own intereſts? India was not acquired, Os ; 
nor preſerved, nor can it in times of danger be maintained by a cold 1 
diſcharge of official duty,  _ 10 5 | 5 3 


"© $5. 


The Queſtion was put upon the firſt reſolution which was carried. 1 
Mr. Grant only holding vp his hand againſt it. 93 5 EE. 


a” 


1 * 
* £ - * 1 4 SY x 613 1 — 
ö PF een e — be EO A . 
An 4 * 28 ©. 4 # Ss $ 1 
5 R E n 


1 Me ROOT. 
4 < _ q Gn I} ; 4 . "i als © 
4 "As oa N nt 8 — 4 * " BW. p FS. 6. 
n 4 8 


4 
01 * 
* * 


- 
A 


— 


1 2631 


I 


” * 
* 1 + o - * * f - 2 . * 3 F . * * * — * o 
: v3 5 F > - -* - Ro. 8 3 | 6 abi 4 of: 4% * 8 « 6 , 
po * 4 * 4s * * 1 * 1 1 F * * . ? 0 - _ 3 " f 
- 5 *" : 2 814 5 ; * & 0 18 =; 
« * < S * 1 — 5 TI: * - — 8 0 ö 4 2 fl K 7 
* 8 mo I £ k — 2 
die wy gn rer to move the Ne d Refolutio 
1 2 S 4 wt . * > _ „ _ Fl F 


VIZ. 
2 That the Chairman and Deputy Deputy Chairman ware ha wait ugan det Bight 
8 Honourable the Chancellor of the E ver, and to expreſs the earneſt wiſh and 
requeſt of this Court, me e the nen eee e 
3 be ld Law Expences OV Tolle 0 ; fit 27 . © ; 165 


=o. Upon this Reſolution Wet che 1 ald we "Sta 


himſelf, he need not intrude on the time of the Court. The great and 
important ſervices of Mr. Haſtings had. been acknowledged repeatedly 
by that Court, and by the Directors; and as it was evident that thoſe ſer- 
Vices arofe from the public acts of his Government, which had been 


made the ſubject of à ſeven years profecution by e e the ex- 
ole 


-=pences that had ariſen in conſequence of that pr 
--doubredly to be paid. The Alderman ſaid, he had good reaſon to be- 


cution, ought un- 


*Heve, that there "IM now, a fingle man of any party in the kingdom, 
- who did not think ap? ii: ight claim as a right, the payment 


"of his law >. - "He n have fats 15 even hh he 255 been 


Kan guilty. 11 5 

In the Saat af che "YN at as SUI had FADED by the Wile 
he of the trral,, equally, unneceſfary and tedious - diſcuſſions, that the 
5 had undergone, thoſe who choſe to take part with the accuſers 
r. Haſtings, had urged every thing to aggravate what they were 
leaſe to term, his high crimes and miſdemeanours; and, moſt end 

5 ug been loud is char arging his Government with tyranny, and o 
For a moment, ſuppoſing that the country, itſelf had not by 


: = Vols of its higheſt 20 of juſtice, acquitted Mr. Haſtings of 


adopting a mode of Government more vigorous and 
 Nrong, than the . which Britiſh ſubjects lived under, in this 
free country? Political writers of the moſt acknowhdged judgement and 
wiſdom, laid it down 4s a maxiin, that the Government of a country to 
be permanent and ſecure, muſt be adapted to the manners and cuſtoms 
of the people who. live under it, and that in ſome parts of the Globe 
it would be impoſſible to preſerve a due degree of authority, or to 
maintain the Sublick tranquility, unleſs the ſtrong hand of power 
was bopetuntly held out and frequently exerciſed, . That ſoit 


charge brought forward againſt him, was it fair to con- 
Ds u big. bh 
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of obſeryation, experience had proved, applied with peculiar juſt. 


native 


* 


native Princes of Aſia over their ſubjects were all deſpotic and arbitrary. 
It would therefore have been in the higheſt degree impolitic, and unwiſe 
in Mr. Haſtings, - as ſoon as any new acquiſition of territory, was 
made, to have relaxed all at once, and altogether, from the ancient 

mode of Government, to which the new ſubje&s of the Britiſh Empire 
had uniformly been accuſtomed under their former rulers, and moſt 
eſpecially to have ated without à meceſſary degree of yigour and coerci- 


1 


protection from the Britiſn Government, in Indoſtan. 


But that conſideration laid aſide, it was to be recollected, that Mr. Haſt- 
ings was merely the oſtenſible object of the proſecution ; he ſtood at the Bar 
as the ſervant of the Company, upon trial for thoſe acts of his Govern- 
ment, which he had authorized and enforced, from a conviction that 
they would turn out, as they had dane, not only conducive eſſentially 
to the immediate promotion of the Company's intereſts, but in fact prove 
the means of preſerving the exiſtence of the Britiſh Government and 
Poſſeſſions in India. The Company, therefore, was upon trial, and not 
only the Company, but his Majeſty's Miniſters. Nay the Houſe of 
Commons, and the Legiſlature itſelf were deeply intereſted in the event 
of the trial; had Mr. Haſtings been found - guilty, they muſt, have 
ſhared in his guilt and been equally criminal, and for this plain reaſon: 
. thoſe very acts, which had been charged againft Mr. Haſtings as crimes 
in the Impeachment, were the means of increaſing the revenues of the 


Company above two millions annually ; that ingreaſe the miniſter for 


India had reckoned upon, and ſtated te the Houſe of Commons, year 


after year, as an advantageous addition to the amount of the Company's. 


revenues; the Houſe of Commons had acknowledged it accordingly, 


and the act of 1794, which declared the Publick, participators of the 


ſurplus of the Eaſt- India Company's income from their territorial re- 
venvues, had been paſſed by the Legiſlature on the expreſs ground of 
a publick recognition of that additional increaſe of income, and an aſſert- 
ed and enforced claim to a part of it, on behalf of the people of Great 


Brita:in. However invidious it might be, or however incongruous the 


conduct of the Houſe of Commons, which did impeach Mr. Haſtings, 


15 might ſeem, yet he would put a caſe, which in his mind, would in the 


event of any blame having attached to Mr. Haſtings, have been pre- 
ciſely a parallel caſe. Were a man to commit a robbery, faid Mr, Luſh- 
angton, and bring to me the produce of that robbery, two, three, or five 
hundred pounds; from the 2 5 F took it, I ſhould be as EY pro- 
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on with thoſe Princes and Chiefs, who were bound by treaty to pay for | 
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| ſecution and puniſhment, as the robber himſelf, the law making no diſ- 

5 | ; tinction between the principal, and the acceſſary. So ſtood Mr. Haſtings 

* with the Houſe of Commons the Public, and the Company, even at 

= 1 the moment he was under accuſation; not only did the Public partieipate 

Ss - in the great advantages produced byithe meaſures of Mr. Haſtings, but 

= | thoſe in truſt for the Public in the Houſe of Commons, boaſted annually 

| of the amount of thoſe advantages. No fact was more clear than this, 

2 8 that by the acts of Mr. Haſtings, he added more than two millions to 

| EI | the annual reſources of the ſtatt—Nor could fact be more clear, than 

| that by thoſe ſtrong meaſures which he took, he ſaved India, and that 
Sk by no other means could India have been preſerved—When therefore ; 

f by the deciſion of the firſt Court of Juſtice. in Great Britain, Mr Haſt- | 
_ by ings ſtood infinitely higher than he would have done, had he never been 


: accuſed at all; when the acts which were denominated, arbitrary, tyran- 
4 | nic, oppreſſive and vnjuſt, were freed from all the obloquy which had 
5 been thrown upon them, was there a man in the nation who doubted of 
= his right, to payment of expences, and reward for meritorious ſervices, 
* or thought ſuch a ſervant of the Company and the Publick ought to ex- 
3 | | EI perience the horrors of a. ail towards the cloſe of his days? Mr. Luſh- 
3 5 ington was confident there was not The manner of doing the thing, 
. and not the thing itſelf was objected to; the privilege claimed by the 
| = | Company of paying law expences now, as they always had done hitherto 
== | | | had been queſtioned, and had drawn very curious Opinions from the At- 
1 . 2; torney and Solicitor General, and Mr. Bearcroft. - but with all his re- 
= .- ſpect for thoſe learned Gentlemen, he mult ſay that they had not ven- 
3 tured boldly and fairly to examine the caſe before them. With re- 
gard to the opinion of Mr. Bearcroft, it was cold, luke warm, and unde- 
ciſſive; in ſhort it was evident that Gentleman had been afraid to look the 5 
principle of the propoſition ſubmitted to him in the face. In the At- 
| 3 . torney and Solicitor General's opinion, there was much refinement and 5 
1 | EEE abſirouſe reaſoning, rather calculated to increaſe the puzzle of the caſe, 
— | | if he might fo phraſe it, than to clear obſcurity and remove the difficul- 
2 = ty. The ſubtle diſtinction taken by the Law Officers of the Crown, could nor, 
— — 6 be was confident, have obtained for one moment, without producing a confu- 
- RR „ fion inexprefſible in the managementof the Company's affairs. It was this, 
B : that the Legiſlature meant by the late act, to make all charges incurred 
_—_ - in India, payable in India, and all charges incurred at home, payable 
pn here, conſequently the expences incurred by Mr. Haſtings having been 
55 2 | inccerred in India, muſt be paid from thoſe revenues. Mr. Luſhing- 
1 5 ton urged many forcible reaſons for believing, that thiswas not the true 
"IS . E . conſtruction 
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conſtruction of the act. If it were ſettled, that the money were to be 
paid in India, Mr. Haſtings would neceſſarily be entitled to Indian in- 
tereſt, which would conſiderably increaſe the ſum; and the moment 
the payment was thrown upon India, his Majeſty's Board of Commit- 
fioners muſt have a voice in this payment, as well as in the grant of the 
annuity; to that, Mr. Luſhington ſaid, he had not the ſmalleſt objection 
for he was ſo confident in the juſtice of the cauſe which he ſupported, 
that he had no ſort of objection to ſubmit the deciſion of it. to th 
King's Miniſters, and therefore he was ready to follow the ſenſe of the 
Court upon the ſubject, but this he muſt repeat, that the great Lawyers 
were afraid to look the Principle in the face, and by their doctrine, the 
Directors were not competent to diſburſe a ſingle ſhilling without the 
approbation of the Board of Controu. „ 


5 Mr. Luſhington then read his ſecond Motion, and ſaid their unanimity | 
that day, would, he truſt, enſure ſucceſs to the object they had ſo much 


at heart. His Majeſty's Miniſters could have no wiſh to reſiſt the voice 
of the Eaſt-India Company, in a point, where the Public ſo cordially 
agreed with them. n | 1 | 


£ 


Mr. 7 olfrey ſaid, that as there appeared to be no diſpoſition -in the 


Court, to oppoſe the ſubſtance of the Reſolutions which had been fo 


ably opened, and as the Honourable Alderman who moved them, 
ſeemed inclined to concede to the alterations, which had been ſuggeſted 
by a learned Gentleman, as to the, wording of them, he truſted he 


ſhould not have occaſion to treſpaſs long on the attention of the Pro- 
prietors, in expreſling his ſentiments. *_ n. 


1 
— 


After an interval of ſome months, which to Mr. Haſtings, muſt have 


been months of no inconſiderable anxiety, the Proprietors he ſaid, were 


very unexpectedly called upon, to conſider the difficulties which had 


ariſen to retard the execution of their Reſolutions, and the beſt. means 


of removing thoſe difficulties. The queſtion appeared to lie within a 


very narrow compaſs. The merits of Mr. Haſtings's Government, 
and the diſpoſition of the Proprietors to pay his Law Charges, and to 
remunerate his great and important ſervices, were not now ſubjects for 
diſcuſſion. Theſe points had recently been unanimouſly decided on, 
in a very full and moſt reſpectable Court of Proprietors, and had after- 
wards been ſanctioned by the deliberate Act of a Ballot. Neither did he 
deem it fit or uſeful to debate, at that time, the power of the Court to 
N | | 5 N carry 
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the opinion aſſumed, it was a diſtinction in contradiction to the uni- 


form practice of the Company, before and ſince the Act, and impoſſible 
to be preſerved, The utmoſt meaning of the legiſlature in the fepara- 


tion of theſe Funds by the Act, he argued, muſt have been, that the 
expenditures created in this country, ſhould be paid from the Com- 


- 


mercial Fund at home; the expenditures created abroad, from the 
Revenue Fund in India. The Law Charges of Mr, Haſtings formed 
an expenditure, which had ariſen in this country; connected indeed, as 


every expenditure of the Company muſt be, more or leſs intimately, 


with their Government abroad; but not to be faſtened excluſively 9909 | 


their Revenues, by any argument which would not apply to almo 


every link in the wide extended chain of their tranſactions. To reſort 
do Tadia for the liquidation of the law. expences, he contended, would 


; 
| 
: 
1 


only be, to do that in a more circuitous, and a leſs eligible man- 
ner, which might be done in a direct one. If the payment were 


made by the Eaſt India Company from either. of the Funds, it muſt 


ultimately diminiſh the Commercial Fund, from whence the participa- 
tion of the public was to low. This, Mr. Tolfrey faid, he would en- 
 deavour to ſhew from what had occurred reſpecting the Company's 
_ inveſtment from Bengal laſt year; and he would allo ſhew, (what ap- 


peared. 
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peared to him extremely material in ſupport of the Reſolution of the 7 
Proprietors for the payment of the law expences in this country ;) that - 
ſo far as the intereſt of the public was affected by the choice of the two 


Funds, the adopting the alternative of paying theſe expences in India, 


would be attended with a conſiderable loſs, to which the other mode 
of payment would not be liable. Owing to the charges upon the 


Revenue Fund in India during the laſt year having been ſo great, he 


underſtood the inveſtment had been leſſened; by this, the Commercial 


Fund, which is ſupported by the produce of the inveſ. ment, had been 


proportionally diminiſhed. Had the draft for Mr. Haſtings's Law Charges 
reached India at that time, it would have made a further defalcation 
in the amount of the inveſtment, and conſequently in the Home Fund. 
That this might happen again, and ſhould it be the caſe, when the 
draft for the payment of the Law Charges reached India, the encreaſed 


loſs that would be ſuſtained by the Company and the public, from ſuch 
payment in India inſtead of England, would be this, that it would 
deprive the Commercial Fund of the profits of the £.70,000, which 
would have been, but for that meaſure, applied to their inveſtment, 


If, inſtead of leſſening the inveſtment, the Government abroad, in con- 

ſequence of the enlarged demands upon them from this country, 
beyond the reſources of their Revenue conſiſtent with its appro- 
priations, - borrow money to liquidate the debts, bills would be 
drawn upon the Directors, and thoſe bills diſcharged from the Com- 


mercial Fund; but in either way, this Fund, which is the reſervoir 


into which the wealth of India flows, would ultimately pay the Law 
Charges. He ſaid, he had no doubt a very good realon could be - 


given, why the ſecond caſe ſubmitted by the Directors to the opinion 
of counſel, had differed from the firſt, and had omitted the u/age which 


in the original caſe was ſtated ; © that the Company have been in the 
„ habit of indemnifying their ſervants, for whatever damages and 
© coſts they might have ſuſtained by acts done in their ſervice, when 
„e it had appeared, that they had acted fairly for the Company's In- 
cc tereſt.” He was unable to diſcover the reaſon of this omiſſion, but 
he greatly regretted it, becauſe he had all along thought, that in con- 
ſtruing the general words, in the 111th Clauſe of the Act * Out-goings, 
Charges, and Expences;“ it was a material ingredient in the caſe, whe- 


ther previous to the paſſing of the Act, the Company were in the habit 


of indemnifying their Servants for acts done by them, in the due execu- 
tion of the duties of their office. He had now, he ſaid, the high authority 

of Mr. Serjeant Adair, in ſupport of his obſervation, who by expreſſing. 
7 HOWIE * 0h +: DAS 
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| If uſe JT: | 
PA his wiſh, that the aſage had been diſtinctly ſtated, conveys his opinion, 
| #5 that it was a ſtatement material to the queſtion. To prove that ſuch 
| mes was the uſage of the Company, and had been acted upon juſt before 
| & the paſſing of the Act of Parliament, Mr. Tolfrey quoted. the 
5h | | caſe of the Patna Council, who had been indemnified by the Directors 
| f : for their Law Expences, reſulting from a proſecution inſtituted againſt 
| them, by Nauderah Begum, for an Act of their Government at Patna; 
; | and he appealed to a Member of the Patna Council then preſent, (Mr. 
Law) to confirm the accuracy of his ſtatement. He added, that had this, 
and all the other inſtances to eſtabliſh ſuch a uſage, which are to be found 
; N . upon the Company's records, formed a part of the caſe ſubmitted to 
* counſel, it might probably have contribut d to have rendered the 
j Opinions which had been juſt read more uniform and conſiſtent with 
: - each other, and more favourable to Mr. Haſtings. 


Wich the legal doubts, which now unfortunately attached to the 
ny former Reſolutions of the Proprietors, the immediate queſtion for their 
/ confideration would be, what is the moſt prudent and effectual line to 
. | OD, +0 adopt, in order to obtain for Mr. Haſtings, the payment of his Law 
AY: : « Charges by the Company.” Is it to ſet thoſe doubts at defiance, to 
I | fly in the face of Government, and to aſk the Directors to riſk their 
f . perſonal reſponſibility upon the event? certainly not; for however 
15 willing many reſpectable Proprietors might be, (feeling the cruel pre- 
: | - dicament in which Mr. Haſtings ſtood,) to indemnify the Directors for 
executing the Reſclution ; independant of other obvious objections to 
:  _.. ſuch a meaſure, no pecuniary, indemnification would be a {ſufficient * 
1 protection to the Directors; for if the opinion of the Attorney and 
5 5 ] Solicitor General were correct on that queſtion, they would be reſpon- 
| : = | | fible criminally, as well as civilly for ſuch a ſtep. Should the Proprie- 
: 7 8 tors then, Mr. Tolfrey aſked, take the other extreme, and broadly avow 
3 | | 


that their Reſolution reſpecting the Law Charges was a nullity, and that 
the meaſure could not be carried into effect without the concurrence of the 
4 Board of Controul? It might be ſaid, in ſupport of this line of conduct, 
f 8 that the right, queſtioned as it had been, was ſcarce worth conteſting; 
3 | | for it would prove but a ſterile and unproductive privilege, while it 
ſtood oppoſed as. to its legality by ſuch high authorities. Should 
the Proprietors, in order to ſupport their Refolution in favour of Mr. „ 
Haftings, be driven to the neceſſity of endeavouring to eſtabliſh this E 
right by a judicial decifion, he thought a mode might be adopted of 
- rrying the queſtion, without prejudice to the Funds of the Company, 
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10 1 | 
without peril to the Directors, and without offence to Government. 
The mode he ſuggeſted was, that £.100 of the. Law Charges ſhould be 

paid to Mr. Haſtings, and that the concurrence of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ſhould be ſolicited, to authorize: the Attorney General 
to exhibit a Bill in the Court of Exchequer againſt the Directois, or 
the Company, for this payment. Ke % ans 55 


To abandon the right at preſent in terms would, he thought, wear 
the appearance of ſacrificing the general intereſt of the Company, at 
the Ihrine of adminiſtration, for the ſake of carrying a favourite meaſure. 


It followed, he ſaid, that the mode now ſuggeſted by the ſecond Re- 
ſolution, which neither aſſerted nor relinquiſhed the claim, was the 
only ſafe and wiſe ſtep to be purſued. His Majeſty's Miniſters had the 

er of obviating the difficulties which had occurred by co- operating 
with the Directors, in ſuch meaſures, as in their wiſdom they might 
deem moſt competent and expedient. | | 55 


He earneſtly deprecated any unneceſſary delay, and truſted, Mr. 
Haſtings would not long be continueg ia that dreadful ſtate of ſuſpence 
which he muſt ſuſtain, while it remained a queſtion whether, after 
having filled, with diſtinguiſhed reputation and ſucceſs, the higheſt, » 
and moſt important truſt under the Britiſh Government; he was to be 
reduced in the decline of life, for having boldly eſtabliſhed his inno- 
cence and his eminent ſervices, to a ſtate of abſolute: indigence. He 
underſtood, Mr, Haſtings was now paying intereſt at the rate of C. 15 
per day, on the amount of his Law Charges; ſurely: he faid, this cir- 
cumſtance alone would juſtify the regret expreſſed in the 1ſt Motion, 
that the former Reſolutions had not been carried into effect. He 
expreſſed himſelf confident of the active exertions of the Honourable 
Chairman on the occaſion, and apologized for touching on the ſubject. 
by ſaying, that it was the hard fate of Mr. Haſtings, that redreſs to him 
was regulated by ſome Anti- diluvian Calendar. With reference to 
him, Juſtice was a lame, rather than a blind Goddeſs, who after clearly 

rceiving his innocence, tardily conducted him to an acquittal, by the 
ingering ſtages of a ſeven years journey; and was now lifting up her 
crutches over his head, to cruſh him for the non-payment of her. 
travelling expences, GE” HY * ag ne co 
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given as to the:ſtate of his fort 
its annihilation. 
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Vir. Tolfrey ſaid, he had now finiſhed his obſervations on the firſt 
and ſecond Reſolutions. As to the 3d and 4th, though it was a little 


irregular to ſpeak to them before they had been moved, yet as notice 
of them had been given, and he did not wiſh to intrude a ſecond: time 
on the attention-of the Proprietors, he would take the liberty of ſtating 


— 


then what had occurred to him reſpecting them. | 
The ſucceſs of the Reſolution as to the Penſion, muſt, he ſaid, en- 


tirely reſt upon the diſpoſition which might be found in the Board of 


Controul, to conſider. the merits, ſervices; and hardſhips of Mr. 
Haſtings, and to pay attention to the earneſt wiſhes of the. Proprietors. 
That theſe circumſtances: would be attended to, and that the Court 
would not ſuffer the mortification, and Mr. Haſtings the ruin of a 
refuſal, he entertained conſiderable hopes, founded on the fulleſt con- 
viction of the juſtice and humanity of the application, and of the influ- 


_ ence of thoſe principles on the minds to which it was to be addreſſed, 


Theſe hopes were ſtren ened, he ſaid, by the letter dick. the 


Honourable Chairman recently addreſſed to Mr. Haſtings, and 


by his full and explicit anſwer. That letter is ſtared on the face 
of it to be an official-one; and is dated ten days ſubſequent. ro the 
receipt of the opinion of the Crown Lawyers. It alludes to per- 
ſons of diſtinguiſhed; honour. and character, who had entertained 


- doubts, as to the amount of Mr. Haſtings's fortune; and it after- 


wards ſuggeſts, that the removing thoſe doubts - might be of uſe. 
Mr. Tolfrey ſaid, he knew of no perſons who could poſſibly be of uſe 
on. the occaſion; i the ſtate of the buſineſs when that letter was 
written, except thoſe Right Honourable Gentlemen, whom it was the 
object of the preſent Motion to intereſt in Mr. Haſtings's favour. 
He truſted therefore, he was not too ſanguine if he inferred, that to 
them the alluſion was made, and that the preſent application would 
find them perfectly ſatisfied with the explanation Mr. Haſtings had 
une, and liberally diſpoſed to prevent 


„% ͤ ͤhꝙ—0—ò T, 


One of theſe Right Honourable Gentlemen, the Preſident of the 


Board of Controul, Mr. Tolfrey thought the Court of Proprietors 


might with peculiar propriety apply to for favour on this occaſion. 
That Right Honourable Gentleman, in his ſeat in the Houſe of Com- 


| 106 the 


mons, in the year 1782, with the utmoſt candour nad declared, ** that 


\ 


LY 


* India. gp . + 


ec 76: Great Britain. | 


to that gentleman, whom he thus: explicitly has acknowledged to have 
been the Saviour of Tudia, os THEY VVV 8 85 IS 


Another conſideration he faid ought, and no doubt would weigh 


„ JJC 5 
et the Court of Proprietors, by reſiſting his own Reſolution in that 
Houſe, for the recal of Mr. Haſtings to Great Britain, had preſerved. 


10 He. aich as he could not be ſuppoſed to have been preſent: when 


the declaration was made; he would beg leave to read to the Court, 


that part of the Speech of Lord Thurlow in the Houſe of Lords, in 
delivering his opinion upon the Impeachment, which noticed i t.. 99 4 


+ Lord Thurlow ſays, 4 your Lordſhips' will recollect, that earlv in 
e May, 1782; a Reſolution was moved, and voted in the Houſe of 


„ Commons, that it was the duty of the Directors, to [remove Mr. 
„ Haſtings from the Government of Bengal, on an idea, that he had 
cc forfeited the confidence of the Princes in India. This Reſolution 


« the Proprietors had the manlineſs and good ſenſe to reſiſt; and they 
c have ſince had the ſatisfaction of hearing their reſiſtance applauded by 


the gentleman (Mr. Dundas, ) who made the Motion for the recal of 
„ Mr. Haſtings, who declared in his place in the Houſe of Commons, 
that, by rgliſting bis Reſolutioin, the Proprietors had preſerued India, 


- 


10 2 If, | proceeded Mr. Tolfrey, the Right Honourable Gentlemi 
that gratitude to the Proprietors, which, knowing the value of the ac- 


REL 


quiſition to the Britiſh Empire more than any man, he muſt feel; if he 


retains any recollection of their having been the means of enabling 


Mr. Haſtings to preſerve India, by continuing him in his Government 
during the moſt critical and important period of it; he cannot acknow- 
| ledge the obligation in a more welcome, or a more appoſite manner, 


than by concurring in the reward, which the Proprietors have voted 


* 
po 


> 
— 


* > 
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with the Board of Controul on this occaſion. Had it not been for the 


Impeachment, Mr. Haſtings would long fince have been in the enjoy- 


ment of the Penſion now propoſed to be given him. It would have 


been granted at a time when the concurrence of the Board of Coatrouf 
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was not ebe as validity 11 ks the Impeachment alone has 
- deprived Mr. Haſtings of this:mark'of gratitude from his conſtituents; 


| Fs has become neceffary, both to obtain his Indemnification and Reward ; 
And ifit appears by the acquittal that the Impeachment was unfounded, 
and the acts charged as crimes, only 10 many inftances' of ſplendid 
| Services, it would be hard indeed, that bythe: operation of an Act of 

Parliament paſſed pending the Trial, Mr; Haſtings were tol be deprived 
==> _ - -_ ____ not only of the retroſpective benefit of the Penſion from the time of his 
2 _ arrival, (which, if he be intitled to it at all, is the period from which it 
en. ought in juſtice to be, and but for the Act of Parliament, would have 
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As to the Penfiod, Mr. Tolfvey ſaid,” the Act had: clearly leſt * 

„ 5 - Prop rietors no alternative: they muſt ſolely. depend on the deciſion 

F hich the Board of Controul: in their wiſdom, juſtice, and humanity, 
: ß) ” ee, to give; but as to the indemnity. againſt the Law 
VVT though he ſtrongly hoped the Appeal now propoſed woukl 
WWW Aue to its object, he ſhould leave the Court. with an encreaſed 

1 Aniety for the fate of Mr. Haſtings, and for what, he could not help 
3 D -.*; . ones intimately connected witli i it, the honour and character of 
5 5 the Brieiſh Nation, if he could believe it depended excluſively on the 
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. 6 : EL EY : | 1 * opinion; he was ſtrictly entitled to. He ſaid, there was no deſcrip- 
| 5 ttꝛion of perſons. who had adders ohe ſubject with any attention, who 


.* 


= 8 85 3 K Jud: that in his perſon our ſyſtem of juriſprudence had, in the eyes of 
55 5 _ Jurrounding nations, been diſgraced; that contrary to 2 fundamental 


ow 
* te: 
* 


V - principle © our law, and to all ideas of juſtice, a Britiſh: Subject had en- 
. dured a ſever years Trial; and our higheſt and hitherto dannen 1 


. hadbecome = poblic ſpeaele; and © age are 


W 4 . 0 Tbere was not a man ofa reflection, or feeling, dls think 
N Mr, Haſtings entitled to all the retribution his country could beſtow, 
V 7 „ eee Annals of her * 
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3h EN? ; if owing to the ſame cauſe alone, the confent of the Board of Controul | 


been dated;) but likewiſe 1 che alen wer; 1 ene e * 


Will of any individual in the ſtate, however pre-eminent his name, how- 
ever dignified his ſtation, e Mr. Haſtings that juſtice, which in | 


* „ did not agree, that Mr. Haſtings had been greatly and ſiagularly in- 5 


x 


5 Baut while all men agreed, chat Mr. Haſtings ought in ſome manner . 
5 to be reimburſed 1 * yy 125 ſid, 0 2 7 8055 as to the mode of 
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One ſet of Gentlemen contend, that the public ought to indemnify / 
ET Haſtings, becauſe it was in the name of the public, that che pro 
| ſecution was conducted, and fubſervient to the more general intereſt of 
the State, that it was delayed. Others contend, that the Company - 
1 ht to pay the coſts, becauſe they have derived the full benefit of the 
Acts for which Mr. Haſtings ſtood impeached. The meaſure now pro- 
poſed, Mr. Tolfrey ſaid, appeared to fall in with both theſe opinions. 
The truth was, that both the Nation and the Company had materially _ 
benefited by the long and brilliant adminiſtration of Mr. Haſtings. 
heir intereſts were inſeparable. + If then, Mr. Haſtings has a claim 
upon both, how can that claim be more aptly identified, or more fairly 
liquidated, than by a fund in which both have an intereſt and a parti- 
cipation? how can the public, in a way leſs onerous, atone to Mr. Haſt. 
ings for all that he has ſuffered in their name. Strange and fingular in- 
dced would it be, if the intereſt: of the public in the funds of the f 
Companp, an intereſt growing out of their proſperity, ſhould be objeted - 
by the guardians of fro usepfe rb againſt the Company's indemni- 
fying Mr. Haſtings, the parent of that proſperity! Hard, indeed; would 
be the fate of Mr. Haſtings, if he were finally to be ruined in the name 
of that public, to whom his preſent diſtreſſes are principally owing; 
who are now enjoying the benefits of his Adminiſtration, and who were 
reaping no inconſiderable ſhare of the harveſt of India, while they were 
proſecuting him, for having tilled the ground, and ſown the ſeed + 


I The public intereſt, rightly underſtood, Mr. Telfrey ſaid, could never : 
be promoted, by injuſtice; nor would the feelings of a Britiſh public ever 
ſuffer Mr. Haſtings to fink under the oppreſſion of ſuch unmerited injury. - 

If proceeded Mr. Tolfrey, the public partake fo largely in the proſperity _ 
of the Company, if the intereſts of both were ſo intimately blended as he 
had deſcribed them to be, then the ruin of the Company would not have 

been a matter of indifference to the nation; and the public, by the Im- 
peachment, had been aiming a wound, againſt their own welfare, as well 
as the Company's, through the ſides of Mr. Haſtings. What but the 
ruin of the Company, he aſked, could have followed the condemna- 
tion of Mr. Haſtings ? Perilous, indeed, was the brink upon the edge 
of which they. ſtood, pending the Fae ye Had Mr. Haſtings been 
condemned, would it have been from his limited reſources, that the ar- * 
_ rears of Cheyt Sing, that the Jaghires-and the Treaſures. of the Be- 
gum, that the maſs of preſents would have been refunded? No! it. 
would have been from the coffers of the Company, to —_— . 
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meſe vaſt ſams had been applied; whoſe Empire in the Eaſt had 
been preſerved, ſecured, and extended by the and maſterly appli- 
© cation of ſuch immenſe (and but for him unattainable) reſources. T ey 
"= us rg called r er of in de, juſtice, oye 
di ill gotten would have been ru by f 
<. oe * Who then ought to defray the expences of the proſecu- 
N tion, but the Company, who have been ſaved by the reſult? Who can 
4 ie Company look to with more confidence to enable them to fulfil this 
8 t of juſtice, than to that Board, whoſe very exiſtence proves the en- 
FTFTFreaſed intereſt of the country in the fate of India, thus preſerved to us 
by Mr. Haſtings; to that Board, who beſt know ow: =_ * proſperity bf 
5 - the Company is the ſheer anchor of the nation ? | 


' Mr.Toltfrey faid, when he looked into the Hiſtory of . 155 ws 
„ 5 5 5 for high crimes and miſdemeanours, and obſerved, that in 
. the whole courſe of them for whole centuries, the caſe of Mr. Haſtings was 
275 ys | dhe only inſtance of an acquittal on the merits; when he could find, 
iz the progreſs of his reſearches, no inſtance of a condemnation, even 
. FE —_ the moſt avowed and palpable guilt, where the fine inflicted had 
| been ſo bigh as the expence Mr. Haſtings had been put to, in order to 
.eftabliſh his innocence ;\ when he found, in the laſt century only, that 
Lord Bacon, (a man who degraded human nature as much by the mean- 


OY 7 | - mne of his crimes, as it was exalted by the magnitude of his talents), 
£5 88 5 tmttied for the moſt flagrant, ſordid, and ſcandalous abuſes of his high 
Ts ies 8 - office; and, aſter efling no leſs that twenty-cight articles of his Im- 
__— 5 _peachment, and being fincd in 40, ol. the fine not only remitted; but 
5 5 5 a penſion. of 1800l. a yeat ſettled upon him for life: When he conſi- 
5 8 e things, he Kid, he could ne think fo unwonhily of th 
PET 2 6 juſtice and humanity. of the age in which he lived, as to believe it ; 
EL > © _ _ ___  ,poffible, that innocence and ONES OS would ee in this | 
EE. ESE dventury that biberal protection, w in compaſſion to age and ta- 
C e 3 N eee infamy in the laſt. If continued, Mr. 
T TDoolfrey, this is to think too favourably of the feelings of my country; ß; 
Z if Mr. Haſtings has been brought to its tribunal, and, after patient e 
eeeenduring a ſeven years torture, he is, in the name of National Juſtice, 
00 be ruined by the neceflary expences of eſtabliſhing his innocence; 
EE (( abon butbes eli cher, would he adopt the animated eee e e ; 
Z „ - of the gene Orators that ever gel the Engliſh wage bh 
| : FE) $55 7- 125 . Tear eee e 
2 A, ; 
33 2 : 7 ' 5 Bo 
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: (at. 3 
2 Tf this be law, ſuch a man has ho trial; that great Hall, but by 
te our fathers, for Engliſh juſtice, is no longer a Court, but an Altar, 
& and an Engliſhman, inſtead of being. tried in it by God and hs 
country, is a victim, and a ſacrifice,” NT PORT So 1 


Fear be it from him, Mr. Tolfrey ſaid, to call in queſtion the wiſdom 
of the Inſtitution by which Mr. Haſtings had been tried, or arrogantly 
to cenſure the admirable laws of his country: They might poſſibly be 
found inadequate to the redreſs of Mr. Haſtings; it was no imputa- 
tion, on any human code, to : fay it was imperfect, however wiſe, juſt, 
and comprehenſive the laws of a country might be, (and none were 
pre-eminent to our own), anomalous caſes would occaſionally ariſe be- 
yond the ſcope of legiſlative foreſight, and when they did occur, the 
only reliance was in the collective wiſdom and juſtice-of the Legiſlature 
to extend the law to the peculiarity of the caſe. If ever there exiſted a 
_ which · called aloud S it was the caſe of Mr. 


Mr. Tolfrey apologized for having intruded fo lang on the time 0+ 
the Court, and thanked them for the indulgent, attention they had ho- 

noured him with; he begged their further indulgence for a few: minutes, 
to anſwer an objection made at the laſt General Court, by a learned 
Gentleman (Mr. Haywood), now abſent, which he had fince found to 
have made ſome impreſſion.” It had been urged by the learned Gentle- 
man, that admitting Mr. Haſtings's ſervices, he had been amply paid 
for them by his allowances from the Company; and it was aſked, -how 
had he expended the fortune he had acquired? To the firſt part of the 
obſervation, - Mr. Tolfrey: ſaid it had been already anſwered, that the 
ordinary allowances to Mr. Haſtings, were for ordinary ſervices, but 
that great and diſtinguiſhed ſervices” merited a diſtinct reward. As to- 
the manner in which Mr. Haſtings had expended his 


— 


ſtated by Mr. Larkins, who had the management of his peeuniary con- 


_ eerns in India, in his evidence br ere Houſe of Lords, that 
ſtreſſed himſelf; owing to his numerous 


Mr. Haſtings was for ever di 


acts of. kindneſs to others. The ſituation he had the honour to be 
placed in, Mr. Tolfrey faid, of Solicitor to the India Company, and 
to Mr, Haſtings, enabled him to bear the fulleſt teſtimony to the ge- 
neral tenor of his public and private beneficence. Among the nume 
rous acts of this deſcription, within his knowledge, there was one which 
he would beg leave to ſtate, both 5 it might be of a nature ſomewhat: 
Ns | H: PL, ne. 


1 


fortune, it was 


4 


5 1 


new in the annals of Governors, and as it tended. to give 4 conſiderable 
inſight into the character of Mr. Haſtings At the time when the dif- 
putes between the Supreme Council, and the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture were riſing to an alarming height,: and threatened: to produce that 
open rupture, which at length actually happened; ſuits to a confider- 
able amount wette inſtituted againſt rwoiZemindars, the deſcription of 
perſons cting whoſe ſubjection to the Court theſe conteſts had 
originated), which threatened in their conſequences to widen the breach, 
co interrupt the rollection of the public revenues, and to diſturb the 
peace and order of Government. Mr. Haſtings locking, as he always 
did look, towards the antereſt, of the Company, and careleſs of his own, 
the debts and coſts of theſe ſuits out of his own private purſe; 
and Mr. Tolfrey ſaid; he was the inſtrument through whom the buſi- 
neſt was ſettled, and the impending miſchief for a time averted. Thus, 
while Mr. Haſtings was receiving the ſalary of the Company with one 
band, was he frequently employed in expending it for their. intereſt and 
| honda with the other. If theſe, and a thouſand ſuch acts, ol 1 ublick 
and private benevolence remain to this hour unknown, it was, he ſaid, 
owing to that modeſt concealment which | greatly enhances, if it does 
noe! excluſively) create, the whole merit of the 5 . ſhews, that 
united w the more ſplendid and | captivating arts ee 
nn eee who - 7 . : | 
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Do good by deals and din od i fame. 


Pit. Zan la, that having been ſo perſonally alluded to, . 
it incumbent an him to riſe and confirm what the Nr Proprie- 
tor had ſtated, relative to the Patna, Council; as a member of that 
council at the time alluded to, he had been . the proſecution 
inſtituted. againſt them in India, far their publick acts, and upon which 
they had been convicted and fined. That deciſion, it was true, was 
appealed from, and teheard in the Houſe of Lords, when the judgement 
F ee 
. a it were nece Was 

to enter into a diſcuſſion d the ſubject of the Reſolutions at large, as he 

e had made up his mind upon it, as well as other Gentlemen, 
but he ſam no occaſion for entering upon a topick, that had been ſo 
fully argued and diſcuſſed, at a former General Court, and therefore, 


; . ere relative to 
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Mr. Twininx ſaid, he had been prevented by indiſpoſition from being 
preſent at the Court in May laſt, when the Reſolutions not having been 
carried into execution, was the cauſe of the preſent Court being called, 
or he ſhquld have given his opinion on the ſubject, and given it without 


reſerve, becauſe he thought it the duty of every man acting in a 


publick ſituation, to avow his ſentiments, and not give way to the in- 
fluence of prejulice or partiality of any kind whatſoever. Had he 


been preſent at the Court in May, he ſhould have declared his rcaſons 


for thinking that Mr. Haſtings had no claim upon the Company for the 
diſcharge of his law expences. The Company had not been the cauſe 
or the abettors of his proſecution, and therefore it could not be pre- 
tended that they were bound, in juſtice, to pay the coſts that his de- 
| fence had incurred. At the ſame time, Mr. Twining ſaid, he was free 
to confeſs, that as it was admitted, on all hands, that the effects of Mr. 
Haſting's government had increaſed the reſources of India nearly two 
millions, and that the Company had enjoyed that increaſed revenue, 


and appropriated it to their uſe for years, and as the Company's preſent 


4, 


proſperous and flouriſhing condition was probably owing to that cir- 
cumſtance, he could net deny that it was his opinion, that Mr. Haſtin 
deſerved well of the Company, and that the Company ought to rv a 
Mr. Haſtings's law charges. To the ſecond Reſolution therefore he 
ſhould give his conſent. With regard to the other, CONES the 
granting an annuity, he thought it required ſome conſideration. Per- 
haps, if it were carried into effect in its preſent terms, the appearance 
the matter would not be moſt creditable to Mr. Haſtings or the Pro- 
prietors. The former would appear to be ſwayed rather by motives of 
avarice, than laudable ambition, a deſire to get as much as he could, 
rather than a reward for his ſervices, which was conſonant to propriety, 
and the latter would ineline the publick to imagine, that the paſſing of 
the Reſolution was more juſtly to be imputed to the power and influ- - 
ence of Mr. Haſtings, in chat Court, than to the juſtice of his claim 


on the free and unbiaſſed generoſity of the Proprietors. If the annuity 


were to be granted upon the conditions ſtated in the Reſolution,” voted 


8 of May, and confirmed by the Ballot of the ad of June, 
viz, to the end of the Company's charter, conſidering the time of liſe 


of Mr. Haſtings, and that he had ſpent many years in the Eaſt, it wae 
highly probable that it would devolve on perſons, who had no claim 
whatever on the Company, and who were by no means entitled to re- 
ward, at their hands, « Mri Haſtings had ever been repreſented as 4 
man, more eager after fame than wealth, and he believed it to be his 
true character, but ſurely an annuity of 5000), granted upon terms, 
which were likely to faſten it on the Compan of his 
W would not add to his reputation foe diſintereſtedneſs, nor 
E ee ne 1115152. 307 e would | 
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on both in a pep rntr nes and by Ballot. 
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N it refle&t much honour on the prudence of thie Company, If be 


underſtood the principle of the Reſolution, it was to grant that reward 
tq a meritorious ſervant, to which his perſonal ſervices: amply entitled 
him; to that principle he cordially: ſubſcribed; but he could not agree 
ta catry it farther: than the true ground of it would hear. Mr. Haſt- 
had a ſtrong claim on the Campana graticude and generoſity, 


_ ings 

but no perſon, who: was hereafter: to repreſent Mr. 4 could - 
have the ſame perſonal claim, —5 upon theſe conſiderations, Mr. 
- Twining ſaid, he thought the annuity ought to be limited to the life 
of Mr. Haſtings. Another matter ſtruck him, viz, the amount of the 
annuity. In the caurſe of the diſtuſſion in May laſt, not only a ſtate- 


ment of the fortune and circumſtances of Mr. Haſtings was made, and 
an account was at the ſame time given: of the 3 Mr. Haſt- 


ſince his return to England, w 
to that report, 22 not exceed Jocol. a year. To — then, 


the annuity; was meant with a view to enable Mr. Haſtings to live — 


fortably and * mne eee en. 
300001. a qe inns 136 + if 
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„ but ohſerved, that he was now canvaſſing the pro- 
penſion voted to: Mr. Haſtings, in the manner in which it 


oat — bien: which: „ eee eee 
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ei eee e £6 ee deviding- 
Lee carrying the Reſolutions voted by the Rencoal: Conre of 


the agth of May, and confirmed by Ballot on the ad of June into 


execution, the: — as thats Reſolutions, as well as the terms of 
them, became regular {i of diſcuſſion. He muſt contend; there 
fare, that he was penfectiy in order, and hadia right to ſpeak to the 
ropicks to which he had alluded, more eſpecially, as the: laudable and 


caumions conduct of the Directors had afforded, the Proprietors better 


8 > ow meg ge they before poſſeſſed, and the opinions of the learned 
which they had been favoured with, had ſerved to place 


the matter in a, new light, and: to: give it a very different aſpect, from: 
that in which. it had preſented itſelſ to thoſe Gentlemen who had deli- 
vered their ſ it, at: Þ former General Court. Mr: Twine 
ing enn 1 0 4 1256 


e Jachbmreminged his Honourable Friend-who poke ft (whom: 
he complimented on his many al of his ſentiments):that the queſ. 
tion then, under, conſideration; was merely to decide on the means moſt: 


Bhai e eee been voted hed the General 


— Court 


- — 


„ 9 3 Or 5 
Court and confirmed upon the Ballot, into effect. The principle and 
the terms of thoſe Reſolutions had been amply diſcuſſed at the proper 
moments, and been decided uporr in the moſt formal manner. How-- 
ever juſt, therefore, his Hon. Friend's ſentiments on the ſubject of 
the diſcharge of Mr. Haſtings's law expences, the meaſure of the an- 
. nvity granted to hirn, or the term of its continuance might be, they were 
irrelative to the queſtion before the Court. Mi Jackſon ſaid, he could 
not but lament, as he had ever done; from the firſt agitation of the 
ſubject, that the mode of proceeding upon it had not been different. 
The Court would do him the juſtice to acknowledge, that he had in / 
due time contended; that upon every principle of decorum, and reſpect 5 : ; 
to the Direction and of neceſſary precaution, all Reſolutions authorwin FH, 
grants of money and entailments, ought to originate-with, or at 1 Way, 
de ſanctioned by the concurrence of the Directors; numberleſs reaſons _ _ - 
might be ſtated to prove the juſtneſs of the obſervarion. In the Geft — 
place the Directors from their office, and the nature of their daily d 
muſt neceſſarily be better informed, as to the ſtate of the Company s 
Revenues and Funds, they muſt be more competent as to the extent of 
the power, anck the means of the Company to incur and defray addi- 
tional expences, either of the kind in queſtion or any other, than any 


individual Proprietors could be, to whom no reſponſibility attached, . 
Another matter was equally obvious; if any unlimited ſum of the 5 
Company's money could beivoted away on the ſudden,” by a majori fg 

of the Proptietors in the Generab Court aſſembled; how | eaſy would it $ 


be for Men, who”! had” great” influence among the Proprietary to : 
exert their power, and bring down a number of their friends to carrx 
a queſtion for a grant of money to any amount, however enotmous. 
Mr, Jackſon ſtated, that in the Committee of By Laws, he had taken 
ee to recommend and to ſecure the adoption of that law, which pro- 
hibited the Directors from granting any penſion, gift, or annuity, be- a 7 
yond a ſpecified amount, without the knowledge and conſent of the $1499 . 1: 
General Court. He thought ſuch a reſtriction highly proper; but if F 
he had conceived it -offible that the Proprietors would have attempreed  —_ = 1 
an excluſive exertion of that power, he ſhould not have paid the Di- BY. —_— 
rectors ſo bad a compliment, as to take from them only,” a» privilege ' 
of fo much importance, and for the uſe or abufe of which, they were 
reſponſible to their country; nothing but a belief, that ſuch: an inſtance 
4 5 as the preſent would never happen, could have prevented him from 
making the reſtriction general. Having pointedly urged this remon- 
ſtrance, as to the mode of proceeding: that had been purſued, Mr. 
Jackſon ſaid, he lamented extremely the dilernma in which the Com- 
pany now found itſelf, and which he aſcribed chiefly to the cauſe he 
Had jo ood, He was e hag any man, to acknowledge the 
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privileges, and of th 

the Miniſter, and to tell that Miniſter in plain germs, that they, conſi- 
dered him as paramount to the Conſtituson? The Chancellor of the 
5 f was deemed the Conſtitutional holder 
F out 
Fi 


ſervices, but they would-be: guilty: of a baſe and diſgrageful ſervility, 

bd unneceſſaritycorduckiagts/a Miniſter, who, »without,a,groſs: breach 
5 o the Conftitution of the country, could not comply, wich their very 

: humble requeſt. If ſuch a precedent-were eſtabliſhed, and the, Miniſter 


<—& 7 2 * , * 
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. 


BY 2 tte money, upon the ground of his perſonal power; what 
25 5 6 > wow a rad to. The company would find themſelves 


28 | by way of reward, 
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Carried into execution ſub filentio, or if they put their negative upon 


5 cf: 35 1 


and if the Directors would favour the Court with their opinion, it | . 
might conſiderably contribute to relieve them from their embarraſſinear, 5 
He hoped, therefore, that he ſhould rhat day hear what the Directors 
thought of the propriety of the proceedings in the firſt inſtance, whe- *- 
ther they themſelves deemed - the principle of the Reſolutions of the 
_ 29th of June a right one, and whether they concurred in the mode of 
enforcing that principle, which the General Court had adopted, and 
which had been confirmed by the Ballot of the 2d of une? Having 
preſſed this with great urgency, Mr. Jackſon ſaid, his own opinion in- 3 
clined to a different line of conduct, from that ſuggeſted by the Re- 5 
ſolution as it ſtood, and was likely to be more eesti. The Attorney 
and Solicitor General, might fairly and reaſonably be Ae. 
the ſentiments, not only of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but of the 
Commiſſioners for the Affairs of India; at leaſt, it was not very likely - 
that they would act in oppoſition to the opinion of the Law Officers 
the Crown. Why not, therefore, take an advantage of that opinion, 5 
and purſye the path it pointed out? Why not, inſtead. of ſhamefully, „ 
and avowedly abandoning their own privileges, and proſtrating them- 4 5 
ſelves before the Miniſter, go directly to the Commiſſioners for In- 
dian Affairs, frame, a Reſolution founded upon the opinion of tbhbe 
Attorney and Solicitor General, and preſent it for their conſent ang 
approbation, according to the form preſcribed by the Conſtitution © 
of the Company, that Conſtitution required the Commiſſioners to | 7 
give their opinion in fourteen days, otherwiſe the meaſure would be „ 


— 


8 


Pr ml 


it, a Conſtitutional application to Parliament would be juſt as open 

to Mr. Haſlings's Friends as at preſent, and could not poſſibly be 

n by Fach previous proceeding ; ſuch line of conduct would 2 
be equally candid and creditable, it would in a manly way mark | 
their earneſt wiſh to reward Mr. Haſtings for. ſervices, undeniably me- 
ritorious and valuable to the Company, and would, manifeſt their re- 

. ſpe& to government, and their readineſs. to conform to that mode of © 
proceeding, which the Law Officers. of the Crown ſuggeſted to be ſafe, + 
prudent, and practicable, . Mr. Jackſon profeſſed his belief, that the 2 | 
Commiſſioners would - conſent, ſpoke in very handſome. terms, of *' - * _ _ 
the feeling and benevolent temper: of Mr. Dundas, and ſaid that im- | : 
Preſſed with his idea, he had drawn up an amendment which he would | | 
ſubmit to the judgment of the Court. He read it as follows. s. ; 
Rxsolvxn, 2 2 it is the . of A os ao faid Lay | 

nces ma ome a charge upon the Revenues in India, a aid with tt 000, 8 
N 1 — far the Affairs of India. wake. 9 ; oy ST 5 5 
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ſeconded by 


| Mr. Henchman who ſaid, that the buſineſs of the day was opened by 

- dais friend, Mr. Alderman Luſhington, with a Motion, expreſſing their 

=. | | concern, that the Reſolutions of that Court, in favour of Mr. Haſt- 

== 133 5 7p of the ſecond and third of June laſt, had not been carried into 
1 PPftfect—for his part, he ſaid he could not help expreſſing his concern 
on another account — that was, that fo much time had been fo un- 

_ + neceffanily. conſumed in ſtudied eulogiums on Mr. Haſtings— that 

could not be of any ſervice to the cauſe of Mr. Haſtings, it was admitted 

. he might almoſt venture to fay unanimouſly, that he had great merits, 


3 


45 there was hardly a man in the Court, he believed, that required to 
1 ddDaueear thoſe panegvrics to induce him to agree, that thoſe ſervices 
> 1 dbdought to be rewarded, But, he confeſſed, that he did not exactly 
1 ddoncur with the Honourable Alderman, in the motions he had brought 
ü V forward ; he ſaw in them ſomething veiled, ſomething maſked, he 


. meant no offence by his expreſſion to the Honourable Mover, for he 


1 * gegnetally delivered himſelf in an open candid Manner fuitable to his na- 
1 } Tura dilpolitjon, yet there appeared to him in the ſecond and third, of 
S EETTPTS GS the Reis lune, a diſpoſition, though not vr be to relinquiſn 
= . tte privilege of this Company, which was ſo ſtrongly contended at 
| : 55 the former Court; he meant the power of indemnifying Mr. Haſtings, 
= - without reference to any other perfons whatever. He would afk the 
"2 WER te NT, Honourable Alderman, did he mean to do this, or did he not; he 

1 aid be muſt conclude that he did, (Mr. Luſhington appeared to 
57 aſſent) and he thought he did wiſely, but he could have wiſhed his 
Motion, had” plainly and fairly expreſſed as much, for he really 


fincerely believed they were better without it, and ſo muſt every in- 


The. ke en Proprietor, who holds his ftock only for the fair income it 


1 „%% produce to him ; fuch men muſt wiſh to preclude every ſet of 


=_  __ Proprietors from being able to come dowm to that Court and vote 


FGG | ava any conſiderable part of the funds of the Company, without the 
5 V - conſent of the Board of Controul. He ſaid men of that deſcription could 
maaaot regret any check there wis upon their expenditure; any addition- 
5 ee Ar to enforce ceconomy ; and they migh, he thought be 


e -. _*eonfent to indemnify the injured, or to reward the meritorious. Gen- 


Mr. Jackſon'concluded with moving his amendment, which wis 


73 „ 5 f _ thought chat the privilege was not worth conte 408 for ; he ſaid he 


that the Commiſſioners for India, would never with- hold their 


* 


> _. and'that he had rendered important ſervices to the Company —and 


dltutemen who had read the Opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 


4 +. ileg 
— * 
3 * | 7 «| 
4 N # — - : . 4 * . F * 
3 1 — 5 » ' # A > * 
4 . 5 : o 4 : < — 8 . * x 
. J * : Y ＋ : 5 ** " 
| — 5 Wy 7 8 2 ? 7 
4 | es : . 9 F 
i 4 4 # = L AX a 
i - — 5 * — 
* — 
2 - 
+ * Fl 
* — 
of a, 1 1 
* 
- * „5 
. 
* 
* ”. # — 
* { a 
* 
- 
Ky % 
-—-_ 
% — 
2 — 8 - Fi 
; — 
: —* 
% 
; * 
* 
— 5 5 
* 
4 - - 
- * * 


dei, muſt ſee what would be the event of a contention for this pri- 


* - - 4 oy 4 - 4 
4 N ' - ; 


—— his: ee Wikies „ - 
Bill into Parliament to take it from them, and that even before 

could pay what they had voted, as an indemnity to Mr. Haſtings for- 
_tiis law expencęs; and confidering the great- _ which the Public: 


hold in the affairs of the' Eaſt India Company, he thought- they — : 25 


be well Jubbified in ſ9-doin ding, he would therefore: prefer: pak Robin 
and 4 5 "and afs a R 
7. J ackſon, "His- 
ght be a _ 
33 


heel * the Pablic 3 in 
a Tear £ of it m 4 prebedent, An 
it wary d be going out of their way: to EN A” ſeparate | application to- 
him on this oc,Wjòuͤôle has been truely obſerved, that he is entruſted: 
with the care of ſuperintendance of the Public Purſe, but he did not 
conceive that the putſe of chat £ was the Public Purſe; nor was 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer known to the Company, as an offi- 
cer of ſeparate controul over them. Mr, Henchman faid, he paid -- 
much attention to the Honourable Director near him, (Mr. C. Grant) 
2 muſt apknowledge and . gt - the ſentiments he had delivered: 
that day; not in opinion, that Haſtings ſhould neither - be indem- 
nified, nor rewarded, for be thought —50 would he both injuſtice 
and bad policy in the Company to deny, him either; but he agreed 


with the Honourable Director and applauded his manlineſs, when he ſaw 


him, and him only. riſe, declare his ſentiments- in his place, and fay,.. 
that he thought it his duty upon an oscaſion like the preſent, nor to re- 
main ſilent. He ſaid, it would be recollected, that at their laſt meet- 
ing he took the liberty of intreating the Court of Directors to fayour- 
the Proprietors with their ſentiments upon Mr., Haſtings s caſe;. 

Vas joined in this by ſome other Gentlemen than preſent,.. but inden 
effect. The pro you of ſuch requeſt, the matter of 1 4 8 it appear 

ed to him towards; Mr. Haſtings, - and the „ an ken k 16 
HIRE on nere bra ie nen * ben dle en 9 
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to induce them to afford 
He would only juſt remind them of the proceedings in the caſe of 


I * 1 5 
ing, to addreſs a n the Chairman, which he begged mi henow 
3 was e e t . 5 7 _—_ 


21S 
£458 Sim, . ; 
- Unider all the e eaſe of Mr. Hattings, ond aw 8 which 
is again to be brought before the Caurt of Proprietors of Eaſt India $ Stock on the 
:34th of October next. I feel fo fully convinged of the expediency of obtaining the 
inion of: the Court of Directors, in reſpect both of the Policy and Juſtice of 
ng Mr. Haſtings's expences, and of the mode in which the fame ſhould be = 


| price that I beg leave to fo eſt to you, and I muſt requeſt the favour of 


pron, 1 to the Court irectors, that ãt is my. intention to make the — 


Motion, as early as arr jours of the General Court may admit, unleſs any 
po corn La or any other Motion ſhall be offered which r render 


u. unneceſſary, FF e 


Tes eg Court of DireQors be req -queſted to declare, n « el e 
& the Court of Proprietors, chat it it is highly reaſonable Mr. Rage ould be 
_ © <-indemnified by the Eaſt India Company, for the legal expences incurred by 

d him in — defence, and if they do, what mode they would e ber 

eee eee Fi 1 
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The 0 hin which the Debate had” taken that dry, Mr. Hench 


id; and the improbability that a Ballot would be demanded binn any 


Reſolution they might come to, would not make it neceffary, he truſted 


for him to ble e Court with any Motion of that nature, but know- 


ing the influence, and the propriety of that influence, which the ſenti- 
ments of the Court of Direftors have upon a great number of Proprie- 
tors, who cannot attend the diſcuſſions in that Houſe, he would' take the 
liberty of ſubmitting to them, and the other Gentlemen behind the Bar, 
whether they may not think it juſt, both to Mr. Haſtings, and to that 
Company, to admit the Proprictors to know, whether they agreed with 
the Court, in opinion that it is highly reaſonable both to indemnify 

and reward their. late Governor General. He could, from their re- 


cords, quote many inſtan n point, but ſurely it could not be nece 
Jus > hay Haſtings, and the Public that — ont 


* * when he had the honour with the ITE Al- 
; rman 
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derman, and ſome other friends to wait on the Chairman and Deputy | 
to deliver a Motion they had prepared, recommending his Lordſhip's | | 0 

33 the Chairman (Mr. Devaynes) repreſented to them that a = 

otion of ſuch a nature would come in his opinion with more proprie- 

ty from the executive power of the Company, that the Court of Direc- 

tors were moſt in the habit of obſerving the conduct of their ſervants, £7 

and of courſe muſt be the better judges of their deſerts. Reaſoning of . 
this kind was conſidered by the Proprietors who propoſed to call that | | | 

Court, as ſo fair and unqueſtionable, that they begged of the Court of = FEE — 

Directors to ſummon the meeting, declared they only wiſhed the thing, | 0 By 

to be done, and were very willing to acquieſce; in the mode they had - 

- recommended. Could there be ſo much difference in the two caſes, that „ 7 
they ſhould now fee the Court of Directors take no part whatever, in the | 
preſent diſcuſſion, that they ſhould ſet in ſolemn ſilence and hear the 
character, the merits, and the preſent circumſtances of Mr. Haſtiugs 
ſet forth by different Gentlemen on this ſide the Bar, and yet not aſſiſt 

his cauſe with a ſingle acknowledgement of his ſervices, or his deſerts. - 
HA e truſted before they parted that day, they ſhould have the ſatisfackion 
either collectively or individually, of knowing their ſentiments upon 
the propriety, the juſtice, and the policy of thoſe progerting ; if they 
. | are in fayour of Mr. Haſtings, it is but juſt towards him, if they are 
. adverſe to Mr, Haſtings, it is but juſt towards the Company; and to | 
whom, could the Proprietors look upon this occaſion with fo much con- | "a 
fidence as to the preſent Directors, with whom there was ſo much experi- BE 


+» * 2 


— 


v) 


Sik 


* mec, which can properly be deemed part of the civil eſtabliſhments: 
io India, either as a gratuity of indemnity to Mr. Haſtings, in his 
* chatgcter of Governor General, within the meaning of the 33 


« Geo; III and if it is fuch an allowance, whether it is fit and proper 


chat it ſhould be made to Mr. Haſtings, are queſtions tobe decided 
* by found diſtretion upon u full — all 


the eircumſtances, 
«= none of which are ſtared to them. They conceive* thoſe queſtions: 


fte proper ſubgects ſor the diſculſion of the Directors in the firſt in- 


«. ſtatice, and of the cotnmiſſteners afterwards,, upon a full view of all- 
ert the cireumſtances, and the Legiſlature ſeem to have left the deciſion. 


ia great degree, at leaſt to-their Direction, ſubject to the e 


* rn nun anne, An ane, 44h op 


| Is Majeſty's Miniſters tranſmitted ol nut hits opinion to ebe 
0 of Diredtors, and it is ſufely fair to infer- * 5 concur. in it; will: 
they not therefore, when che Chairman and Deputy go up with the re- 


no- from this Court, er , cxpeRt that they ſhalk 


teeceive at thee ſame time, r 1 2 
muſt be admitted him, that they would; and therefore he ſtill hoped that 


Gentlemen Behind the Bar, would yet alloy their conſtituents to know,, 
— ſent opinion"of Mr. Heftings,. and of his ſervices migh 
he ould not prefs this matter further, the Court of 
— be ſenfible, whether Mr. nn e ; 


n their hunde or not. 


th 


10 8 At Paw 0 


Mr. D: $eott;. (the 


me cure of . r ſevere on the Court of Di- 


reQots,' and*thr6Wn out ccnfurts; Which'accortling to his idea certainly = 
were not. applicable. ' - "Theſe geridlemen. infifted upon knowing the 

opinion-of the Core, den a queſtion which had never in fact been: 
before hem for deciſion. That while he, Mr. Scott, had the honour 


of fling either f thoſe Chairs, 9 might be to the 


talk) be certainly Thould a ways Keel it his immediate and particular 


duty, to unfwer fuch 7 as ſhould be put to the Court on the 


he Gon s «Fairs. In che preſent inſtance however, the opinion of. 
rt Was atked upo de goto which ſome of the [gentlemen 
ors now ſpeak! been pleaſed: to originate in the General. 


Cort 9 and Wich the Court of Proprietors had come to 


ſpecifick Reſolutions on, without any reference whatever to the advice 


of the Court of nnn Ie It not thei yes bern Sight in inde- 


„ 


Proprietors in Court, for their great attention. 
\ 8 p * ” - » : | p 16. ; | A i 1 
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corous in the Court of Directors, to have volunteered an opinion upon 


a queſtion, which the General Court had taken ſolely under their own- 


management? Aſſuredly it would, and after this explanation, Mr. 
Scott flattered himſelf, that no gentleman would reflect on the Court 
of Directors, for keeping back, or accuſe them of ſhrinking from the 
queſtion. As it now N jt that the queſtion had never been before 
the Court of Directors for their judgment, and of courſe there had been 
no deciſion, by Ballot or otherwiſe, it muſt be obvious to every gentle- 
man, that there would be great impropriety in his ſtating the 
opinion of that Court now, whether poſſeſſed of it, or not. But al- 
though he ſhould feel a great impropriety in ſtating the opinion of the 


Court of Directors, he ſhould certainly feel a much greater impropriety, 


in withholding his own, upon the merits of ſo old a Company's ſer- 
vant; after what had that day, paſſed. He meant, as to the private and 
publick conduct of Mr. Haſtings, but not as to the quantum of money 


that ſhould be advanced, or by whom it ſhould be advanced, nor as to the 


vantum' of the penſion, That he had not the honour of much per- 


| ſonal acquaintance with Mr. Haſtings, but he believed, few had more 


opportunity of being acquainted with his general conduct. He had 
ſtudied his character, by taking the information of; the moſt unbiaſſed 
of thoſe beſt acquainted with it, and by reſearch into the records; and 
he had no heſitation. in ſaying, that the reſult in his mind, was, 
that the Company were much indebted to Mr. Haſtings for long and 
meritorious ſervices, and that his debts ſhould. not only be paid, but 


| alſo ſuch a handſome penſion ſettled upon him, as would ſuit the dig+ 


nity of a Governor General, who ſtood high in the eſteem of his con- 
ſtituents, - That his private and publick conduct, during his long ad- 


' miniſtration, ſeemed upon the whole highly commendable. - Mr. Scott 


added, that he had not meant when he came into Court to ſay a word 
upon the ſubject, but finding ſuch attacks upon the Court of Directors, 
he felt himſelf from the ſtation he held, under a neceſſity of explaining 
their conduct, and he had only now to return thanks to the gentlemen 


Sir Frantis Baring declared himſelf highly ſenſible of the meritorious - 
ſervices of Mr. Hallings, but neither had he hitherto, nor was it neceſ- 
fary at a for him to give his opinion at length on the Reſolutions of 
the 29th of May, which had been ſince confirmed by Ballot, for the reaſons 


ſtated by the Hon. Chairman, viz. . becauſe the Proprietors, in General 


Court aſſembled, had themſelyes * and voted the Reſolutions, N 


5&4 44% 
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: [ 42 ] 
ol courſe precluded the- neceſſity of the Directors coming forward 
with any opinion of their own. ' With regard to the Reſolution then 
propoſed, Sir Francis ſaid, he had doubrs whether it. was legal; or 
whether the Board of Controul could ſanction the Directors in paying 
the expences of Mr. Haſtings, ſuppoſing that legal obſtacles really ex- 
iſted. If it were meant to ſmooth the path to Parliament, and Gen- 
tlemen thought that ultima r e muſt be made to the legiſ- 
lature for a Bill, to remove the difficulty in which they found them- 
ſelves at preſent involved, he ſhould lament exceedingly, becauſe in the 
- courſe of his experience of the Company” s concerns, he never recol- 
le&ed them to have gone to Parliament, but the rr *. . 
came out of it mae weakened, and ijuted. 1 


i Mr: Inglis ſaid, that eres ere teddy to' 1 his opinion, 
which was that the ſervices of Mr. Haſtings had been in the higheſt de- 
gree meritorious, and that the Company were bound to pay his law 
eee by every 1 ple of gratitude and juſtice. Though not call- 
ed upon to ſpeal his ſentiments reſpecting the Reſolution to grant the 
annuity, he aid,” he had not the ſmalleſt difficulty in avowing, that 
conũdering the eſſential advantages the Compa II . ru derived-from the 
active able . of India by Mr. aſl ings, for ſo many 
che granting him an annuity adequate to the dignified” ſtation he 
filled in their ber, asd Ge rank & entitled him & bold in foctery, 
was equally for the AE NG: Dries ad che bonour of che 
WW | 


ir. Aiden Lafbin . 
amendment, although he thou 2 We. was any abandonment of the 
were as much abandoned 


3 by the amendment, as by 2 original motion. But he ; 


by his Learned 
removed; that if | 


ee, dee of the a of th RI, 


* 


th | [457 
and of the benefits which the Public as well as the Eaſt India Com- 
pany had deriyed from them. His learned Friend ſeemed to concur in 
opinion with the Attorney and Solicitor General, but he defied the 
whole body of the law to do away common ſenſe; where was the dif- 
bo tg between the caſe of Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Verelft and Mr, I. aw, 
Ar. Verelſt was tried for exerting, what appeared to him a neceſſary 
act of power, in calling two Armenians from Oude; Mr. Verelſt was 
convied, but the Directors knowing that he acted for the public ſervice 


to the beſt of his judgment, paid the fine and the law expences, about 
ten thouſand. pounds. Mr. Law; a gentleman then preſent, was perſe- 


cuted in the well known Patna cauſe; he was convicted with the other 
Members of the Council. The fine was paid by the Company; the 
cauſe was appealed, and on a re-hearing reverſed; all the additional 
expences were paid by the Company. Mr. Haſtings was tried for the 
public acts of his government. He was acquitted of every individual 
charge; Where then was the diſtinction? His proſecutors were the 
Houle of Commons, and his expences above twenty thouſand pounds 
Do theſe circumſtances alter the-principle ? But the lawyers were afraid 
to look at the principle. The call however upon the Juſtice, the honour 
and the gratitude' of the Eaſt India Company, was infinitely ftronger 
than in any preceding caſe, and he moſt earneſtly hoped a caſe fo ex- 
traordinary would never again be brought before them. He wiſhed 
indeed that ſome future Governor General might add two millions a 


| year to their revenues, though he did not wiſh him to undergo a ſeven 
years trial for his meritorious conduct. He declared, that he was not 


obſtinately wedded to the form of his reſolution, and perhaps the amend- 


ment of his Learned Friend might be more accommodable, and pleaſe 


thoſe who might not be contented without interfering, and were jealous 


becauſe they had not a frger in the pye, but he muſt repeat it, that if his 
original motion could be charged with trenching upon the privileges of 
the Company, the amendment of fils Learned Friend was equally: Bible 


to the ſame imputation. 


f | Tk . 1 34 1 7 $35 © . 9 ' pate fo þ # 
Mr. Inpey then roſe and - ſaid, as the propoſitions moved by the 


— 


Honourable Alderman were intimately connected with each other, and 


as they all tended to one point, namely, the enforcement of their Reſo- 


lotions of the 29th of May, laſt, he ſhould take the liberty of ſubmit- 


* 


ſeverally put to the vote. 


ting to the Chairman what had ſuggeſted itſelf to his mind, upon the 
whole of them, without troubling the Court upon each, as they are 


* ö i 
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When thoſe Reſolutions were paſſed, he certainly ſhould not have 
ziven them a ſilent aſſent, if he had not felt himſelf at that time incapable 
&! of m illneſs of delivering his ſentiments on them in ſuch a manner as 
Th. would have been conſiſſent with the reſpe&t he owed to the Court. 
| | For as he was not in; the predicament of the learned Gentleman, (the 
: 5 only Proprietor that attempted by argument to oppoſe the grants. then 
1 made) who profeſſed himſelf to be utterly ignorant of the hiſtory of Mr. 
755 Haſtings, but as on the contrary, - the public acts of that Genfleman's 
A hays been in a great degree, the objects of his attention, 
and he had formed a very decided opinion upon them, he ſhould haye 
55 felt ĩt a duty Jett to that Court and o Mr. Haſtings, and if he had beer 
| - able, publickly to deliver that opinion, he ſhould have felt it in a more 
particular manner due to Mr. Haſtings, for he thought all public men 
were entitled to the public declarations of thoſe who deliberately approve 
their principles, and their conduct; of ſuch declarations conſiſts that 
honeſt name, which is the ſtrongeſt. incentive to great actions, and 
which, next to the inward conciouſneſs of merit, is their beſt reward, 


85 MI. Impey ſaid, he felt the moſt unfelpned concern, that an occaſion 

| | was now given him of compenſating for the omiſſion, he was then com- 

. , pelled ro make; but ſince the occaſion was given, he took that opportu- 
| nity of declaring that he was no lukewarm aſſenter to thoſe Reſolutions; - 

. he took the opportunity of declaring, that in his opinion, this country 

nexer produced a Miniſter to whom ſhe owed more of her glory and 

Proſperity, than to Mr. Haſtings ; that in his opinion the Eaft India 


1 Tompany owed to him her preſent flouriſhing condition, if not her very 1 85 
7 _ exiſtence; but for his able and ſucceſsful exertions, the Britiſh Empire 
in the Faſt, muſt in all human probability have been annihilated, at 
 leaft it mult have been ſo much curtailed and impaired as to be open on 
8 eryery fide to the attacks of the native powers, as well as of their Euro- 
933 . pean enemies, whereas by thoſe exertions it is now fixed on foundations 
1o firm, that they might almoſt defy the malice of fortune to ſhake it. 


A diſtinction had been attempted to be ſet up by bis learned friend 
EE between the general body of the Proprietors, and what he emphatically 
. 5 calls the Friends of Mr. Haſtings, and it was more than inſinuated en a 
former occalion, hy another learned Gentleman, that the univertal ap- 
_ probation beltowed in that Court on Mr. Haſtings's Government, had | 
originated” rather in the Zeal of private friendſhip, than in the Public 
ſpirit of the Company, founded on an impartial review of his conduct. 


He : 


Fel ' 


He faid he had no doubt chat among thoſe' who heard bim, there 


were many Gentlemen who were warmly attached to Mr. Haſtings from 


perſonal motives, he hoped-it was no imputation upon him, that his quali - 


ties in private life were ſuch as to intereſt in his welfare, all who were per · 
ſonally acquainted with. He hoped it would be no depreciation: of any 
arg A might ſubmit to the Court, when' he profeſſed himſelf to be 
of that number. But was that a time for any man not profeſſing total 
ignorance of the ſubject to doubt of the merits of Mr. Haſtings towards 
the Eaſt India Company and this Country; were the facts doubtful on 

which that merit was aſſerted? Was it not notorious that in the beginning 
of the great War in India, when their Bombay Army was compelled 
to ſurrender to the Marattas, that Mr. Haſtings ſaved our poſſeſſions 


upon that coaſt by the bold and extraordinary nieafure which he adopts: - 


and ſucceſsfully executed, of: diſpatching: an Army acrols the vaſt! 


continent of India from Bengal to Surat, {one of the moſt memorable © 


events in modern Hiſtory). Was it not notorious that when Hyder Ali 
ured his immenſe hoſt upon the Carnatic, when he had ſucceeded 
in cutting off a large detachment of our army in that quarter, and had 
_ driven the remainder with loſs and diſgrace under the walls of Madras, 
when Madras itſelf was threatened with an immediate fiege, though 


deſtitute of every means of defence, and all the members of the Couns 


cil at Calcutta, the Governor General excepted, gave up their ſettle· 


ments on that coaſt for loſt, was it not notorious he ſaid, that Mr. Haſt 


ings alone preſerved them by the ſupplies of men, money, and proviſi- 


ons, which he diſpatched by ſea and land with incanceivable rapitlity- | | 


to their ſuccour ?- Did they not all know that Mr. Haſtings ſupported # 
long war in India, againſt all the native Powers combined for their ex- 
termination, and powerfully aided by the French and the Dutch, with the 
reſources of the Bengal Provinces alone, which have ſince proved in- 
adequate to a conteſt with one of thoſe Powers only, for in the war 


with Tippoo Sultan, it was found neceſſary to make large remittances 


in ſpecie from this country; yet againſt ſuch numerous and powerful 


adverſaries and with ſuch ſcanty means, he maintained a; long war, at- 


tended with ſignal glory to the Britiſh arms, and terminated it, by a 
peace as advantageous as the. war was glorious. . Did they not all know 
chat during the thirteen years of his adminiſtration, the provinces under 
his immediate protection enjoyed an uninterrupted ſtate of tranquility, 
if they excepted only the ſhort inſurrection at Benares, and that he raiſed 


the revenues. of thoſe provinces during that time, from three, to fer 


millions ſterling, — ad a4 by wiſe financial re- 
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guiations asd the gredual N a 
_- indiſputable: iriark of a wiſeand uſt Government? Aad that this: aug - 
mentation was not the effect of anyt ſtrained! and unnatural effort was 
equally clear, ag thoſe revenues bave been in continual progreſſion ever 
fince,' and their annual ambunt at preſent. is from three to ſive beg 
\ religned hap 1 


en at: jon in yas 10 261 1111 28% 271 . 

e thee e e ave-non whiwedklly Each uo he denied, * 
the effects of which'are too ohvious to be diſputed, they had heard Mr. 
Haſtings called over and over again, the Saviour and Benefactor of India; 
theſe were titles, which he fully! concurred in beſtowiug upon him, and 
- which on fome 6ccalions even his enemies have been compelled to allo 
him. Some upihions entertained by the Preſident of the Board of Control 
| Hive bein already cited in; this! Debate 50 If any proof were needful: to 
aſtertaim the fact; he would call upon him, who certainly had not ſnewn 
- Hirhſelf a fend to Mr.“ Haſtings, and whoſe teſtimony was on that _w_ 0 
count che leaſt ſuſpicious, and he would afk him whether Mr. Haſtin 


had not ſavei india. He ſaid he muſt anſwer in: the affirmative, a] 


he would read them his ſentiments on that point ſolemnly delivered in, 
Parliament on che ad; of July, 1784. The Prefident:of: che: Board of 
 Eontroul, profeſſed to conſider the Government of Mr. Haſtings as of 
a imned nature, partly entitled to praiſe. and partly to cenſure; 
aſter having Eine, parts of his conduct, he proceeds in "theſe 
words. While he. paſſed ; fo much blame on the conduct of Mr. 
* Haſtings: it is'a debt᷑ of juſtice to declare, that-when the Carnatic 
«. was invaded, lie ptoved humſelf a man of:reſovrees ahd an able chief. 1 
nta by che-exerrions he made ſor the relief of Fort St. George. It 
<« bught to be eme mbered that at the moment when the Carnatic Was: 


' <-ſo unexpettedly invaded; had not the ill conduct of Hyder Ali, his. 
„ timidity, want of nde in his army, or ſome other unknown 


* cauſe prevented his marc hing his troops up to the walls of Fort St, 
1 „Madras muſt have fallen. At: that critical period, when 
4: che ocher Members of the fupreme Council at Bengal inet again, and 
_ « again, and parted in deſpair without reſolving on any meaſure what 
«ever, My. Haſtings alone? determined on à vigorous effort, to retrieve 


„ „ eee eee, and there is not a doubt 


4 but iritedly carrying the bold enterprize he determined on, into 
— by his famous minute of council, he faved Madras. 'No 


; na © who 18 ar all acquainted with the affairs of India, can deny, ' that 
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_ ouſly repeated, and in ſpite of the hints thrown out by | 
able Director of his. diſapprobation of them, he.rruſted they would 


not apply to this caſe, for if Mr. Ha | the 
| emoluments of his office, amaſſed a fortune equal to bis fair expeQa- 


* 
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vation of India, or to uſe the wards, of the perſon he had quoted © re- 
e! e f * "Mg oo | 


Mr. Haſtings then, was in his opinion fully entitled to che thanks of 


Affair of the CH 

. 
that Court for every branch of his long and afduous adminiſtration ; 
for his able conduct and ſucceſsful tertination of a' moſt perilous con- 
teſt wich their foreign enemies, and for the trahquility enjoyed by their 


ſubjects in Bengal under his immediate protection; they are due to him 
for their fame and their wealth, for theit preſervation in times palt and 


for their prefetit* poſterity: And che Eaſt india Compaty at ſeaſt have 


done him juſtice; he received the unammous thanks of the Court of 


Directors, and the thanks of that Court, with one diſſentient voice 


only, immediately 6n his return from India, for his able, faithful, and 
| ſucceſsful ſervices; the thanks of that Court had of late been i. 


by 


one Honour- 


| that day, adhere to them in their fulleſt extent and conſequences, | 


After they had paſſed an unanimous vote of thaitks'to the late Govers 
nor General for his ſervices, ſome extraordinary l were made 


uſe of to deter them from the grants that followed by a learned Gentle 
man, from whom on account of his profeſſion, one might have fairly 


expected ſome plauſibility of reaſoning, He told them * he took it for 
granted, for he himſelf was entirely ignorant of his Hiſtory, that 


« Mr. Haltings had performed ſignal ſervice to the Company ; but in 
« ſo doing he had only done his duty, that for the performance of his 


_ « duty, the emoluments of his office were a ſufficient recompenſe, and 

4 if he had not amaſſed a large fortune in India, he qught to have done 
*. jt,” All theſe arguments, if ſuch they might be called,” apply equally 

to all extraordinary rewards beſtowed on great men for 3 

ſeryice;; they apply equally to the gifts conferred by Parliament on 
tu 


Duke of Mailborough and Lord Chatham, to thoſe conferred: by 


tipn they tend to the annihilation of all zeal and energy in the'execu- 


tion of high truſts, of that noble diſintereſtedneſs which overlooks * 


vate emolument in the proſecution of publick duties, qualities which it 


has been the policy of all wiſe Nations to cherith, not ro deſtroy. But 


neral application; they would 


— 


even if they had any weight in their | | 
ugs has, out of the, ordinary 


* 
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them vn Lord Clive and Lord Cornwallis; and in this general applica- 
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tions he muſt have been ſtrippe of a | e portion of it by the unex 
ampled proſecution inſtiti againſt him ce his return. F 


On che ſuhject of that proſecution he believed all impartial men both 
in and out of that Court, were nearly agreed; he never yet met with ang 
who were bold enough to defend it in all its circumſtances, and moſt 
of thoſe whole opinions he had happened to hear, be their politics what 


they might, had nor ſcrupled to declare it, one of the groſſeſt violati- 
ons ever offered to the firſt principles of juſtice and humanity, and a 
_ laſting ſtain on the laws of this Country. That a man who had occupi- 
ed for thirteen years, the moſt important and difficult ſtation perhaps in 
the Britin dominions, who had conducted the affairs of a mighty Em- 


2 


ſeaſon of peculiar danger, with a 4 even his friends 


arcely dared to Hope for, that ſuch a man ſhould be exhibited for 


ſeven long years as à culprit. at the bar of publick juſtice, that he ſhould 
be reviled as it would be diſgraceful to revile the meancit 


criminal, and 


- after every effort of eloquence and ſubtelty had been exerted againſt 
him, when four fifths o his Judges had honourably acquitted him 
upon every pes of accuſation, that he ſhould find the reſult of that 
acquitral to 


circumſtances was ſurely ſufficient. to excite univerſal indignation againſt 
ä W 


Tec even from this greivous oppreſſion, much good has ariſen both 


1 ; 3 n 231 135 £24 D + 
the utter ruin of his fortune; the mere ſtatement of theſe 


bi 


to the Eaſt India . s and the Nation at large. Ir has furniſhed 


an undoubted pr 


the atrocities aſcribed -ro the Company and 


ſervants in India, which gained very general credit and reflected much 
diſgrace on the Britiſh character, were the mere fabrications of factious 
men, who ſought to eſtabliſh a ſpurious reputation by a pretended zeal 
to redrels grievances exiſting only in their own intereſted miſrepreſen- 
tations. Conſidered in one point of view, much good has ariſen from it, 

even to Mr. Ings z it has placed the character of that Gentleman in 


clearer light than ic could otherwiſe by poſſibility 


| have flood in: Previous to that trial, many who thought him deſerv- 


ing of honours and rewards for the general ability and integrity of his 
SGovernment, did not believe him tree 


from thoſe blemiſhes, which on 


a near inſpection are for the moſt part diſcovered in the pureſt. But 


ordeal he had paſſed through, after he has been tried not for the 
fe of his adminiſtration, but for every bit of I, as well the 
as the moſt important, that would bear the calour of crimin ally, 


F4 


— 


* 49 105 

| — TO of theſe had been ſeparately e ind om irh ie 
ſevereſt ſcrutiny, and a large majority of his judges, have pronounced 
that no criminality can attach 282 any one of them, he deſired to aſk 

what public character was pure, if his were not? Who was ſo little regard - 

leſs of his own honour, as to venture even an inſinuation againſt that of 
Mr. Haſtings? - That no ſuch man exiſted, he would not venture to afſert; 
but if ſuch a man there were, the Fran of Mr. Haſtings might confi- 

dently ſay of him, in the words: which their great Poet has 1 90 ao 20 
5 . rad abet when LI the al opinion of the Os; 


4 
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| 1 be impoſſible to lene calumny mn 3 Bur; in this .. 
| © inſtance at-leaſt, they have the ſatisfaction of knowing rey arr: en 
theie fitreſt attendants, ame and endete (4 E 
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13; \ Rips: ba two great Het ue points of the meritorious ſervices 
and unmerited ſufferings of Mr. Haſtings; there was, and he truſted was 
ſtill little or no difference of opinion i in that Court; and theſe being elta- 
| bliſhed, let them recollect for an inſtant in hat character and upon what 
| principles. they were called on, to vote him the annuity and indemnity 
Ipecified-i in their Reſolution ; It was not from friendſhip to Mrs Halt- 
ings; it was not from indignation at the injuries he had ſuſtained; but 
they were called upon, as the immediate Sovereigns of India, ſor ſuch 
'by the law and policy of this country they ſtill were, upon choſe princi- 
s of policy which direct all Sovereigns to ſecure to ſuck miniſters 
as have faithfully ſerved: them, atleaſt the fair emolument of their fta- 
tions, and where they have exerted an extraordinaryidegiee ofizeal and 
ability, to confer on them a proportionable ſhare of honour and reward. 
In this character and on reiß grounds, While they were enjoying the 
fruits of his labour, the ſovereignty of à rich, ful and{extenfive 
Empire, and an annual revenue raiſed by him from three to five: mil- 
lions ſterling," they thought it equally juſt and politie, to grant him an 
indemnity for ſong ievous loſs he had ſuſtained in defending acts which 


contributed in an incalculable degree to their emolument, and/equally = 


involved their reputation and his on; as well as a reward in ſome de- c 
; Kar ti ohne the ſervices he had ö 8 Fi, 
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But unhappily, faid Mr. Tmpey, they were reminded in this inſtance, 
: that they were not in ſuch full poſſeſſion of the rights of Sovereignty as 
they once were; the power® © b , and indemnitying their ſe- 4 
| vants in India, which they enjoyed abſolutely long'aftec Mr. Haſtings Ss | 
LE reſigned his Government, and which nothing but their reſpect for the 1 


high authority which accuſed him, prevented them from exerting in his 
favour, were now ſo cramped by the ſuperintendance of the Board of _ 
Controul, and the limitations of the new Act of Parliament, that they 
were completely fettered in their exei ciſe of fem. Near five months 

vere elapſed fince their Reſolutions were voted, and they ſaw with concern 
that the act of juſtice: they then intended to do, ſtill remained undone. 

The queſtion that day, was whether they ſhould ſuffer thoſe Reſolutions 

do ſtand a dead letter upon their minutes, or. enforce-them to the utmoſt 

of their power, and, if they reſolved to enforce them, what means were 


4 3 * ; 
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He faid, if he thought the Court inſtant entertain a 
doubt of the propriety of enforcing thoſe Reſolutions to the utmoſt of 


* * 
3 „ 


N 
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their he would aſk them, were they in earneſt when they paſſed 
| he or had any incident ariſen fince to change their ſeotiments Did | 
they not (till acknowledge the important ſervices of Mr. Haſtings? Were 
they not till Sovereigns of the Empire, which he preſerved and extend- 
ed, Did they not ſtill enjoy the immenſe revenues which he created ? 
If theſe queſtions mult be aànſwered in the affirmative; it was ſurely as 
materie ie heir dem hongur as to the eaſe and comfort of Mr. Haſt- 
ings, that they ſhould uſe every poſſible exertion to convince the world 
mat they were not indifferent to the execution of thoſe Reſolutions, but 
- that. their whole heages and minds went wich them. For let them not 
. deceive themſelves into a ſuppoſition, that their own character was ſlightly 
concerned in the reſult of this buſineſs, or that what they were doing, was 
done in a corners as long as the Hiſtory of this Country remained, that 
of Mr, Haſtings muſt be a prominent part of it, and in proportion to 
 _ «the ſtigma which would ever reſt on thoſe who ſo obſtinately perſevered in 8 
ly ing him, maſt becheir hopourin uniformly, Readily and zealou -- 
* 3 him. Ie perfectly concurred with the Honourable Al. 
— , dermanin the mode propoſed by him, for enforcing their Reſolution re- 
_ - » ſpeRting the;annuity3- he could nat foreſee: any poſſible objection to it, 
- . and there was one reaſon. decifive with him of the propricty.of their 
- adopting it. There cquld be no doubt, that, at the period of Mr. 
Haltings's return from India, and long after, they might have granted 
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him this annuity without appeal, and, but for his proſecution, it cer- 


tainly would have been granted. It was on that account, peculiarly in- 


cumbent on them, Mr. Impey ſaid, to ĩnſiſt feſpectfully, but ſtrenuoufly, 
with his Majeſty's'minifters, that he ought n6t, in addition to his other 
ſufferings, to be tricked by that proſecution out of the reward of his 


ſervices, but that mere juſtice required them to aſſent that they ſhould | 


Apply 2 portion of their revenues to that purpoſe. 5 


As to the beſt mode of enforcing the reſolution reſpecting the law 


. expences, he entertained many doubts. He had been much inclined 


to think, that juſtice to Mr. Haſtings, and a due regard to their on 


rights, required the Company to inſiſt on the claim they had ſet up, 


the legalicy of which was at worſt problematical, of granting an indem- 
nity by their own act, and he thought means might have been found: to 


ſecure the Directors in their private capacities ſrom ſuffering in the 


conteſt. But as he underſtood it to be the opinion of thoſe who 


held the purſe of the Company, that it would be inexpedient to inſiſt 
on that claim, and that he matter was too much entangled in legal 
difficulties to be unravelled in the ordinary courſe of juſtiee; he bowed 
ſubmiſſwely to the deciſion of thoſe whom the la certainly entitled to 


decide on that ſubject. 


The ſame objecion to the propoſition ſubmitted to them by the bo- 


nourable Alderman, upon that ſubject, Which ſtruelæ his learned 
Friend, occurred likewiſe to him, namely, that accordidg' to the moſt 


obvious meaning of the words, “ expreſſing their earneſt wih and re- 


* 


queſt to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he would concur in their 


reſolution relating to the law'expences,”” they were calling upon him to 


ſanction and concur with them in an act which the Attorney and Solicitor 


. . + ” 


General had declared to be illegal. However, in converſing with the 
honourable Alderman, he underſtood that to be far from his mean- 
ing; he underſtood his meaning to be (he would correct him if he miſ- 
took it) that they ſnould earneſtly requeſt the Chancellor of the Ex- 


_ © ehequer, as the econſtitutional guardian of the pecuniary intereſts of 
the public, to concur in ſome legal meaſure hereafter to be propoſed 


4 2 
2 
” 


LET: 


for carrying their reſolution into effect; or, if that could not be done, 
that he ſnould concur in ſome parliamentary meaſure to make it legal. 
Mr. Impey ſaid, he ſaw no ſolid objectiↄn to this propoſition, except its 
uncertainty with regard to the meaſure in which they requeſted his con- 


currence, and which was hereafter to bei propoſed. His only wiſh Was 
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reſolution, Mr. Tmpey faid, it ſeemed that they their choice of two 
only, eirhef applying to che Board of Commun, according to: the 
3 of the Attorney. and Solicitor General, under the act of 1793s 
or applying to Parliament to enable them to do what they deemed ſo jult 
| andequitable, He did not object to the former mode which was propoſed 
by bis learned Friend; at the ſame time he could not avoid expreſſing 
bis apprehenſion, after od had paid; that they ſhould finally be re- 
__ duced to an application 10 Parliament. Ok the expediency of ſuch 
_ ation; hs he: would not anticipate. the diſcuſſion 5 but 1 could 
not belp:x n ſeeming inconſiſtency in y hat fell from bis learn= 
ed Friend on a former occaſion, and . he had urged in the courſe _ 
of the (debate. When the matter was laſt ted, he was as ſtrenubus ; | 
in aduiſing an eee 251 e in W | 


ws. brandon Wy RI i ng” 


3 Mr 1 8 Rey ic 6 applied ta, he 1 
chat the firſt application was made there; for, he could not conceive _ 
that they had, in 9 diſgraced themſetves by attempting to-do 
- an act of: juſtice, to weh they had proved incompetent, and now 4 7 
- member ef the legiſlature could turn Mr. Haſtings round and.fay, 
_ .« Gotothe Eaſt India Company, they have profited by your adminiſtra - 
tion, and the acts for. which you. have been tried; let them. indemnify 
you. The queſtion of indemnity or no indemnity, mult be fairly, met; 
and he Scud ſearcely perſuade himſelf that, at ſuch a period. as this, | 
_ "when new frames of government were ſtarting up all around them, and ; 
- mankind were referring for an eſtimate of their, comparative merits tothe  _. 
only ſore reft;-5* by #heit fruics ſhall ye know them; he could not 
pPerſuace himſelf, that einhet the miniſtry or the legiſlature would chooſe 7 
+ xo hold jtout to the world, - that ſuch a trial without an e Was . . 
g rr of the Brigilh-captliterion, EE EE 
- {lt 6 FILES? e r 
9 There was only one topic more on chen, 2 2. d | 
8 — opinion, 
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tives to the zealous enforcement of their reſolutions, he meant the actual MEH | 271 
355 ſtate of Mr. Haſtings's pecuniary affairs, as it was lately communicated . FP 
to their honourable Chairman, under the moſt-ſolemn ſanction. In the e 
- juſtice of the caſe, it could indeed have made no difference, if the late öVU;f CLLEEE 
Governor General had amaſied a princely fortune in India, as he might | 
have done with the cleareſt honour, and had been well able to bear the | 
enormous defalcation his property has ſuſtained, inſtead of being k | | | 
reduced to abſolute diſtreſs. A debt, they all knew, was equally due, in | „ 3 
point of juſtice, to a rich man and a poor; but they all felt how. dif; FFV 5 5 
. graceful it would be to withhold the property of one to whom they were 5555 
| obliged, when the conſequence of their withdrawing it muſt be to his 1 ; 
1 . OT IIE ro op VVV 


The accuſer of Mr. Haſtings made no ſcruple of declaring that he e 
wos convinced, upon evidence perfectly ſatisfactory to his mind, he could £5] 22, 
not be worth leſs than three millions ſterling; and Mr. Impey faid, he | 5 
had frequently heard calculations made by thoſe who ſpeculate idly | 1 
upon the affairs of others, that his annual expences ſince his arri val in 
England, could not be leſs then 10, oool. T et, upon inſpection, they ſaw 
how widely theſe accounts differed from the truth; they ſaw that he had 
been ſo ſtrictly, and he muſt ſay to him ſurprizingly attentive to cono- 
my that his annual expences in this country had not exceeded, upon an 
average, 3,500l. and fo far from poſſeſſing three millions, that he had been Cöo˙Mn - 
compelled to recur. to private (credit for his ſupport; nay;. even thi 1 OY 
reſource would probably have been unequal, even to his moderate diſ- „ 6 : 
durſements, had he not been aſſiſted by che noble and diſintereſted ge. | 1 N 
75 neroſity of thoſe Gentlemen in India (whoſe names, he hoped, for „„ 1 } 
dtzhe intereſt of virtue, would not be withheld! from the public) who were 3 pabe el 4 
attentive to ſupply him with the means of a comfortable ſubſiſtence, 3 1 
while his enemies were ſtraining every nerve to deprive him af it. 


4 I The character of Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Impey obſerved, was too well 2100; . 

1 known: for any man to ſuſpect ba of ſhrinking from perſonal diſſi - J EL eo 
I dcdiulty or ſuffering 3} that he had exhibited himſelf to the world; during | | 

1 - the courſe of a life beſet with difficulties, and more eſpecially during 

5 0 his late Ml: f % 8 
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Fet this man, to whom (for he could not too often repeat it) they owe! 
all chey poſſeſſed; à man unuſed to ſue, and who, he would be bold to 
ſay, would not be induced by any motive merely perſonal to himſelf, to 
ſue for any thing; this man now ſupplicated them to diſcharge, on the 

ſcore of generoſity, that debt which they confeſſed to be due io him in 

Juſtice: it was not for himſelf he ſupplicated ; it was not to avoid diſtreſs 
and penury in his latter days, but to avoid the bitter reflection, that his 


uin. 


| friends; his faithful and affectionate friends, had been partakers in his 


Mr. Impey ſaid, when he took this view of the ſubject, he could not, 
for an inſtant, entertain ſo mean an opinion of the members of that ho- 
nourable Court, he could not believe them fo regardleſs of their duty, 
their intereſt, and their honour, that they could turn their eyes to thoſe 
rich and flouriſhing' provinces, which, in their public votes, they ac- 
knowledge to owe their wealth and proſperity to Mr. Haſtings, which; 
in their public votes, they acknowledge to have been preſerved by him 
from the utmoſt inevitable perdition ; that they could ſee the revenues 
of thoſe provinces, the fruits of Mr. Haſtings's labours flowing in full 
ſtreams into their treaſury, and repleniſhing the exhauſted reſources of Bri- 
_ rain; and that they could afterwards bearto contemplate the man by whom 
all theſe benefits have been poured upon them, pining in want, or driven 
perhaps into exile from his ungrateful country? He faid, their intereſt 
called upon them, as loudly as their honour, to exert their utmoſt, endea- = 
vours for the enforcement of their reſolutions; for, if they ſnould prove in- 
_ effective from their liſtleſſneſs, and. any unforeſeen emergency ſhould 
hereafter ariſe calling for fimilar zeal, abilities, and exertions, to thoſe 
_ of Mr. Haſtings, to ſave their foreign poſſeſſions from impending de- 
ſtruction, who would wonder if all zeal were extinguiſhed, all exertions 
paralized, by the recollection of ſuch ingratitude ? If ſuch-ancemergen= 
cy ſhould ariſe, and they ſhould owe their ruin to the treachery of their 
ſervants in India, who could blame thoſe -unjuſt ſtewards. who made 
themſelves friends of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, when the reward 
ol faithſul ſervices-had been impeachment and. confiſcation? © n 
_ But, Mr. Impey ſaid, he ſhould raiſe his mind to better hopes; and 
. truſted their empire, in the laſt, would long be ſecured to them by their 
wiſe munificence to him who had already preſerved it; he truſted it would 
long remain happ y, rich; and flouriſhing, by their wiſe munificence to him 


; | - 8 
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are called on this day, continued he, to do your part in removing the 
ſtain which reſts on this country, for her hitherto unworthy treatment 
of one of the ableſt and moſt ſuecefsful ſtateſmen ſhe ever gave birth 


to. Fou are called upon to preſent your eargeſt requeſt and petition. to 


the King's miniſters,” that they would permit you to apphy a ſmall por- 
tion of your immenſe revenues to preſerve him from want, who gave. 


you all, to whom you owe that you are ſitting here as ſovereigns, in- 


ſtead of being reduced to the character of mere merchants. Ile had a 
ſtrong confidence that by that day's vote the ſaviour. of India would be 
finally enabled to paſs the evening of his life, ſurrounded by his friends 


(for no man had warmer friends or better deſerving them) with dignity, 
in ſome degree proportioned to the high ſtation he had filled, and the 


great actions he had performed. How honourable would it be for the 
Fat India Company, when hiſtory ſhould record thoſe actions, and his 
unexampled ſufferings, that ſhe ſhould be compelled to add, © his im- 
mediate employers were no parties to the ingratitude he experienced; 
they never deſerted him; they voted him their thanks for his ſervices, 


_ whilſt his enemies were drawing up their accuſatidns- againſt him; and; 
when he was triumphantly acquitted,. they rewarded him with the liber« _ 


ality of princess. | i | 
Mr. Impey faid; he felt he had treſpaſſed a long time on the patience 
of the Court, and he owed them his ſincere thanks for the indul- 
gerice he had experienced; that he had delivered his ſincere ſentiments 
on this ſubject, equally as the friend of Mr. Haſtings and the Eaſt India 
Company; and, if in any thing he had ſubmitted to the Court he had 


eontributed to the enforcement of their reſolutions,: he ſhould conſider 


it one of the moſt fortunate events of his life, as he was ſure he ſhould 
have promoted a me3ſure redounding to the laſting intereſt and honqur 


I 


1 


tribute to the merits of Mr. Haſtings. 


s : ny : bed Fine 2s 4.4 TH; 2435 . 41 | 4 
Major Scott ſaid he would not detain the Court a minute, he deſired to 
ſay a word only in conſequence of what had fallen from two Honourable _ 


Gentlemen, as to the legal expences incurred by Mr, Haſtings. The 


Learned Gentleman who. ſpoke laſt;. after ſtating. very forcibly the op- 
preſſion which any individual muſt ſuffer who had been ſeven years on 


bis trial, had concluded that the enormous expences incurred by Mr, 
- Haſtings was owing to the duration of the trial. This he could aſſure 


the Learned Gentleman was not the caſe, he then held all the accounts 


„A a—m_—_— oe — 


of the Company, while he indulged his private feelings in paying this 


in 
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mn his hands he brought them to: the Court that they might he inſpected 
- if any gentle man had the curioſity to look at them. The fact was, that 
however oppreflive the continuation of the trial year after year might 
have been to Mr. Haſtings, the expence was not occaſioned by that 
circumſtance, but by the magnitude of the accuſation. Let any gentle - 
man read the articles of impeachment, and he would ſee that they em- 
braced every important act which occurred in the government of an 
- immenſe Empire for thirteen years. Where the Managers would begin, 
bow much of the immenſe matter forming the articles they would inſiſt 
upon as criminal, or how much they would abandon, could neither be 
known by: rel mph nor his pere They were to be ready to 
repel the attack in every point, conſequently a very great expence 
_ indeed was incurred before the trial began, and had it ſuited the Com- 
mons and the Lords, or if the ſtrength of the human mind and body 
.  eould have enabled them to have ſat one hundred and forty-eight days, 
(the nomber- of days employed on the trial) in a ſingle: Seſſion, the ex- 
; to Mr. Hatings would have been the ſame. When acts by 
_ which the Company and the nation had reaped 8 ; > 
Court to be meritorious, Mr. Haſtings and his counſel: were bound to 
_ defend them, and he was confident that when Gentlemen weighed fairly 
- the volumes of zccufations, to which he had to reply," choy would ap- 
plaud the zeal and ability which had been diſplayed by 
. folicitors, and every idez of the charges being enormous would be done 
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Me. N Jackſon raſe again, to reply to the charges of inconſiſtency, 
which had been imputed to him by his Learned Friend, (Mr. Impey) 
wo accuſed him of having earneſtly / cautioned the Proprietors. at a 
- former Cogrr againſt going to Parliament, on account of the difficulty 


his counſel and = 


_ and danger of getting a Bill through the two Houſes, without having 


ſome clauſe or other injurious to the Company's intereſts, faſtened 

upon gr introduced into it; whereas, he had that day talked of reſort- 
ing wo Parliament, as the only effeftual means of curing! the difficulty 
mid removing the dilemma, in which the buſineſs was involved; and 


ä | 2 had terommended his amendment, on the ground of its being likely 


r rn Nee — 
X : 0 5 . 


if : I \ 
2 2 BN” - > : 
; 8 8 2. 7 1 5 / $0 - 8 \ 22 2 
- 75 3 2 1 nr > 8 F i "—_ £ 
CO OO PR OE POOR PBS ß 
* r „ 13 3 227 7 : = 4 4 1 a % © 
* Fo 33 1 Fa EY 1 - 1 - 8 0 
+ 7 0 * 4 > » 
4 8 3 wn 7 * ; * - 


. -- $o'render the application practicable, and to: ſecure the end they all 

bad in view. Mr. Jackſon faid, it was true, fuch had been his conduct, 

but he utterly denied that it in any degree warranted the imputation of 
inconſiſteney. He had deprecated the going to Parliament in wo firſt 
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inſtance, becauſe: he | thought it highly impolitic, and unwiſe, and 


always to be ayoided, when it could be done without, congcurring as he 


did completely with the Honourable Baronet behind the Bar, (Sir 
Francis Baring, ) that the Company ſcarcely ever went into Parliament, 
without coming out of it mutilated and injured. But as all his earneſt 
endeavours at a former Court, to recommend a different mode of pro- 
ceeeding had proved of no avail, and thinking as he ſtill thought, that 


the Buſineſs ought to have originated with the Directors, verily believ- 


ing, that all the difficulty they now experienced, would in that caſe have 


been avoided, the proceeding.was wholly changed, and he felt it ineum- 


bent on him to recommend, in caſe the Commiſſioners for the Affairs 
of India ſhould refuſe their conſent, what he had in the firſt inſtance 


deprecated, becauſe he confidered an application to Parliament, as the 


only Conſtitutional way left, by which the Company could hope effec- 

tually to extricate themſelves, and be able to accompliſi What the 
Ballot had determined; to be the with. of the Proprietors, viz; to re- 
ward Mr. Haſtings for his long and meritorious ſervices. There was 
ſurely no inconſiſtency in giving advice ſo different, where the ſituation 
of the buſineſs had ſo materially changed, and therefore, he truſted, 

he ſhould ſtand a- the charge brought againſt” him by his 
Learned Friend, from whom the Court had with ſo much pleaſure 
heard an effuſion of eloquence, and a ſample of ability and talent, that 
promiſed much future honour to his Learned Friend, and advantage 
to the Company. Having ſettled this point, Mr. Jackſon proceeded 
to take notice of the manner, in which his Honourabſe Friend, the 
worthy Alderman, (Mr. Luſhington,) had been pleaſed: to ſignify his 
acceptance of his amendment, a manner of which he ſpoke in the mo- 
indignant terms. His Honourable Friend had charged his amend- 


ment, with ſurrendering:the privileges of the Company. Did ? Diſ- 


ace then be upon the man, who dared inſult the Court with. bringing 
| ard an amendment, liable to ſo groſs an imputation! He ought 
to be branded with:infamy' for having preſumed to propoſe: it, if ſuch, 


were its characters and conld any ſuch” impuration'be ſupported, he 


would hide his head with ſhame, and own a conſeiouſneſs, that he dught 


never to take the liberty of calling for attention in that place again. It 
Vas clear, that his Honourable Friend thought his amendment merited 
contempx, or he never would have treated it with ſuch opprobious 
language, as to ſay the acceptance of it might accommodate thoſt-who 
wiſhed to have a finger in the pie. If his Honourable Friend thought 


his having propoſed an en originated in any officious wiſh on 
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it had been reſiſted, ſo as to have rendered continge 
demanded of his 


11 


his part, to meddle or interfere in the motions of the day, and that it 
did not ſpring ſolely from an anxious deſire, to prevent the Court from 
adopting a meaſure at once diſgraceful to the ſpirit of the Company, 


and highly. injurious to its intereſts, by unneceſſarily ſurrendering its 


privileges, it ought to be rejected, and rejected with indignation. He 
diſdained the acceptance of his amendment on any terms ſhort of thoſe 
of an admiſſion of its honour and advantage to the Court, and the 
Proprietors in general. Sure he was, that the original motion, laid the 
privileges of the Company at the feet of the Miniſter, without any oc- 
caſion to; warrant ſo dangerous a meaſure. Equally ſure he felt him- 
ſelf, that his amendment did no ſuch thing; it gave up no privilege, 
it relinquiſhed-no right. It only tended to conciliate thoſe, who being 
adverſe might render an application to Parliament of no avail, and 
whoſe countenance might enſure ſucceſs. Poſũbly it might happen if 
they applied to Parliament, that a clauſe might be made ſubverſive 
df that great ſecurity, which the Proprietors held for their property, 
called the Guarumiee Fund; he called to the mind of the Court, the 
attempt which had been made to fix them with an annual obligation, 
without regard to their capacity or profits, and the ſucceſs with which 
ent, that which was 
ſitive. He ſaid, he had ground for his fears, and 
onourable Friend publickly to pledge himſelf, to 
oppoſe ſuch a meaſure, whether introduced as a declaratory clauſe, 


or in any other ſhape, and ſpurn at ſuch a bill altogether, even though 


— 


Mr. Haſtings's hopes ſhould be the expence of his reſiſtance. They 
would all recollect the pains, that he and others had inceſſantly taken to 

prevent a condition ſo pregnant with ruin, from being made a part of the 

Company's Charter, and he hoped the dread of that danger was not yet 

ſo filenced and forgotten, that all remembrance of it was loſt. For his 

own part, it had preſented itſelf to his mind during the negotiation for 

the Charter, as a miſchief ſo extremely ſerious, that it never could eſcape 
his recollection, and he truſted, that the worthy Alderman felt with him, 


the preſſing neceſſity of exerting the utmoſt vigilance, to guard againſt 
the artful renewal of any ſuch injurious attempt. Mr. Jackſon urged 


this point with great force of oratory, and concluded a moſt animated 
ſpeech. with further arguments, in maintenance and ſupport of his, 


aſſertion, that the amendment he had propoſed, did not in any dgreee 
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Mr. Vnpey roſe to explain, and admitted that his Learned Friend 
had not acted inconſiſtently, in the manner in which his Learned 


' Friend conceived he meant to accuſe him of inconſiſtency. He 


only meant to ſay that his Learned Friend had in the former debate 
earneſtly cautiohed the Court againſt applying to Parliament, and 


that he had that day recommended an applicatien to Parliament, but 


his Honourable and Learned Friend had: certainly aſſigned a ſtrong 
and ſufficient reaſon for altering his opinion, viz. that the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe had conſiderably changed fince the ſubje& had been 
firſt agitated in that Gurt. — — 


Sir Francis Baring roſe once more to expreſs his opinion, that if the 


Motion paſſed with the propoſed Amendment, it would be neceſſary for 


3 


certainly would have choſen it in preference. With regard to his lear 


the Directors to take further legal advice. He did not ſee how the 
coſts.of Mr. Haſtings incurred by his defence againſt the articles of im- 
peachment tried in Weſtminſter Hall, could be rendered payable out of 
the revenues of Bengal. The expence clearly originated in England, 
where then was the propriety of paying them in India? © - 


Mr. Alderman Luſbington ſaid, what had fallen from his learned Friend 
(Mr. Jackſon)' rendered ſome reply neceſſary. He did aſſure his learn- 


ed Friend, he meant not to treat his Amendment with the ſmalleſt diſ- 
reſpect, much leſs to give occaſion for ſuch an indignant animadverſion, 


as he had thought it neceſſary to deliver. His learned Friend had 


charged his Motion with a breach and-violation of the privileges of the 


Company, and conſcious as he was, that it was no more liable to ſuch. 


an imputation than his learned Friend's Amendment, he had defended 


it on that ground, a mode of defence which his learned Friend had 
obliged him to ſet up. With regard to any opprobious terms that he 
had applied to the Amendment, he was not conſcious that he had uſed 
any. For want of à better phraſe preſenting itſelf to his mind at the 
moment, he had ſaid that the Amendment might accommodate thoſe 
who might wiſh, to have a finger in the pie. The (phraſe miglit be fami- 
liar and even inelegant, but he could not conſider it as offenſive, nor 
had he expected that it would be ſo taken, In fact, he had an Idea of 
aiming it at his learned Friend, but looked ſtill higher, when he uſed. 
it, namely at the board of. Commiſſioners for India, who might think 
their opinions were ſlighted, if by ſome means or other, they. were; not 
made parties in the proceeding. . Had a happier, and leſs objectionable; 
phraſe, preſented itſelf to his imagination. in the hurry of ſpeaking he 
ny 
ed 
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T he motion was then Cited by: 1 Luſhington, Mr. 22 and 
the Company's counſel (Me. Rovs) and agreed to. went 


lf ED RT OE, 


ed Friend's: Amendment, he adopted it ANF becauſe it appeared to 
him to be much more likely to render the ſolution of their difficulty, 
practicable and eaſy. The profeſſion of his learned Friend was likely, 


from its habits, -to render him a better maſter of forms, and a more ac- 


_ curate obſerver of correct and cautious arrangement in the conſtruction 
of a Motion, than hel or men like him, not bred in the ſame way could 


pretend to be, nor did he ſcruple to admit that his learned Friend had 


_ evidently ſtudied the ſubject better than himſelf, His learned Friend 
had called upon him as a Member of Parliament to pledge himſelf, to 


oppoſe i in the Houſe of Commons every attempt to introduce a Clauſe 


in any bill, the object of which was to break in upon that eſſential part 
of the Company s Charter, by which it was provided that if there was 


not a ſurplus upon the annual profits of the Company of 509,000l. the 


Publick ſhould not have any claim upon them for the difference, in the 


following year. | When it was conſidered that he was the perſon who my 
in that Court ſtood up, to inſiſt that their capital ſhould be conſidere 


as a: commercial capital and ſecurity: given to its extent as ſuch, it would 


hardly be ſuppoſed that he would filently fit by and let the renewal of 
any attempt to the contrary paſs unnoticed, and unreſiſted. Moſt un- 
| doubtedly he ſhould hold himſelf bound to teſiſt i it by every means in his 
Power, and treat ſo inſidious a propoſition with the indignation it would 
merit, but he truſted that no ſuch attempt would be made, as the Mi- 
niſter for Indian affairs, was too manly a character to be ſoſpected of a 


deſign to diſturb. or to violate the conditions of an act of Parliament 
which had not been paſſed 1 7 8 "= _ age ere ene 
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x . W e Deputy! eder, Pp 1 
Wait upon the Right able the Commiſſioners for the * of India, 
and to expreſa the — . with, of this Court, that they will be pleaſed to concur in 


he. , to the Reſolution of this Court. | 


brad from the Board of COR, the Court e 
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the payment of the Law Expences of Mr. Haſtings, and i in nen an . yo 


. I having dern übe odd brbexen ibe e the e | 
behind the Bar, that 4 Court ſhould be called as ſoon as they received an 
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GENERAL COURT. | 
[Made ſpecial at the requiſition of Nine Proprietors.] | 


o 
' a N , 


WEDNESDAY, Decruves 16, 19959. 


Ms. HE NCHMAN. ſaid, he wiſhed to > put a 3 to > the Chair- 
man, on a ſubje& which had very materially intereſted the Proprietors in 
general. He deſired to know what had paſſed relative to the Reſolutions 
of the General Court, held on the 14th e re to Warren 


5 „„ FN Eſq; ſince that Court? 


The Cen expreſſed his readineſs to katy the Court, FI it was 
their ſenſe, that 15 ſhould ſacs 395 e er that had fince conn 


* Naar. N 7 —9 4 I 7 


This being Gignified to 5 the general wiſh of the Court, cies lhe: were 

| ſecrer reaſons on the 2 of the Chairman to preſerye ſilence, and the 

8 airman having declared there was no occaſion for ſecrecy, he ſtated, 

jo at in, purſuance of the Reſolutions of the Court, held the 14th of OHober, 
he had been accompanied by the Deputy Chairman, to attend the Board of 
Commiſſioners for te Affairs of India, a few days afterwards, for the purpoſe - 

Ola of communicating the Reſolutions of the General Court, ſo earn ex- 
prefling their wiſhes for the payment of the Law Expences of Mr. 

| Haſtings; and the grant of the Annuity, that he had ſince eder 

2 letter from Mr. Haſtings on the ſubject, dated the aoth of Or- 

tober, and that the Court of Directors had come to a Reſolution upon it, 

both of which were ready to be laid. before the Court, and after. they had 

been read, he would ſtate what bag e ſince e * Board of 


Commiſſioners and himſelf. % W 
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5 EA 5 N. 15 = 5 4 " he, atk | a7 EG a 3 IO 

„ ot 5 i 2 1 n or 17 ee 
8 ; 


= a * N * Ty eat 24. «Det mM EW 3 ha Sue — * — 2 
E "FIRE" 3 : Fr * 8 E ws. IF" * bo 8 3 
8 . * n 5 * r K * 


— — * 


k 6 4 


To the Honourable Court of Diriftors for the Affars of the Honourable United 
. 8 of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaſt- Indies. ; 
n I &:* Pork-lans 26th Nev. 1796, | 
HONOUR ABLE 21s, : 

It is with great celuQtance that I offer to 8 your Honourable Court with my 
own perſonal” concerns, which I learn with regret, have already engaged too much of 
your valuable time. But 1 hope 1 ſhall ſtand excuſed, if it ſhall appear that the matter 

weich I have now the honour to lay before you, has for its object and tendency; the 
2 8 e 
N tation them. 


Of the cane which have” bitherto obſtructed the execution of the Reſolutions. paſſed 

# | by the General Court of Proprietors on th n June laſt, I am yet ignorant, 

one only excepted for the knowledge of which I am indebted to the provident care 

i pen candour of your worthy and reſpeRtabls Chairman; namely, the belief entertained 

Hy by perſons of high rank and honour, that the ſtate of my fortune was not ſuch as to 

| require that the intended proviſion ſhould be made for it. is conſideration, as 

plied to the increaſe of a. fortune already enormous, would h have NE; 

as 1 pretume,, to my indemmncation no ault of mine 
* nof INOre © my C wn thif'o he national Ronour; for the ame 
been eſtabliſhed, would have equally attached to the receipt and poſſeſſion 
red property, as to the means by which it was obtained. It was not then, 

time to make the diſtinction; and I anſwered the reference made to me by 

your Chairman, by a full expoſition of the ſtate of my fortune and debts, ſhewing that 


He latter exceeded any amount which I could reaſonably hope to realize by the 
552 Les —_—— — it by the of the e of honour, which he 9 for its 
e 


authentication, and ature atmen : truch with 
which ie was deliy ; 


55 ee and publiſded for the 
„ | information of the Coure of Proprietors, agrecably to my e Rs 
„ e ene 5 
| JJV 


indication of the general opinion, I might be fufficiently mortified by ſuch an 
- implication of the charge of falſchood and perjury, added to that of corruption and 
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Hl . venality, e ee But againſt ſuch a concluſion I am deiended 
Fx aſſurances and FP 
(I need not include thoſe of my e conſtituents). are decided! 


ER favourable to me, on this as well a3 on other parts . character. As — 
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I have acknowledged, in terms infinitely ſhort of the: gratitude which I feel, my 
obligations to the great body of the Company, my employers, for their generous 

aſſumption of the abt due to me for the ruinous expences which haue attended my 
impeachment, and for the liberal reward, which they were pleaſed to aſſign me, by their 
ſubſequent Reſolution, for my ſervices. By this laſt Act alone, all the hopes which have 
animated me, in a long, arduous, and laboured ſervice, have been abundantly 


_ conſummated. I have received hy it from them all that they could beſtowz by this 


* 


declaration of their ſenſe of my delert s. 


, 


Of this poſſeſſion no power on earth can deprive me, nor is it poſſible to rate it higher 
than I do in that conſtruction of it. More I defire not. | The law has placed the power 
of confirming or rejecting the ſubſtantial effect of this grant in the Right Honourable the 
Commiſſioners for the Affairs in India. yt 


FT 


J ink different of my preteniions from the Eaſt India Comp: 
may never it in their. contemplation to net TT me: but.excluding it wholly 
Tm my own, I may allowably, and do confine my preſent application t 2 point which 


is enen ee Tull payment of-the-leyal-expences-otmy trial. To that, 
that alone I beg leave moſt earneſtly to ſolicit your attention and interference 
, — — ng — — 2 


— IT 
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In my defence againſt a voluminous ſeries of accuſations, making up the rn of 


impeachment againſt me for the various acts, and even ſervices, of my adminiſtration 


of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company in Bengal, I have neceſſarily incurred an ex- 
pence which has ſwallowed up the worth of my whole ſubſtance, and involved me con- 
ſiderably in debt. All that I require is, that as my acquittal (the only inſtance of the 


” - * 


kind in the annals of this kingdom) has proved my innocence, I may be indemniſied 


LY 
= 


In the printed paper mentioned in my correſpondence with Sir Stephen Luſhington 


the amount of my legal expences was ſtated at 71,080!. I did not foreſee at the time 


that this was drawn up, the uſe that was afterwards made of it; or it is probable, that I 
ſhould have endeavoured to render it more accurate; for on a ſubſequent examination of 


it, I have found it to be deficient in more than 4000l. and at this time, by the growing - 


intereſt upon it, the amount has ſwelled to ſomething more than 76,0001. 


| Whenever your Honourable Court ſhall be pleaſed to require it, 1 will lay before- 
you the original accounts of my ſolicitors, containing all the particulars of my ex- 


Beſides theſe, I have been put to ether incidental, but unavoidable expences, which 
were occaſioned ſolely by my proſecution, and which I have unjuſtly ſuſtained. If I was 


- unjuſtly accuſed, yet I am told, that, as theſe are not ſuch charges as the law would 
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Tt would be preſumption in me to.ſay, that I am ready to give ug Mr right! to that 
; Which thoſe who ma 
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But all the rerurn chat I demand for them 


— 


A dem. I ſuch is the law, or the uſage, I ſubwit to bear the loſs; yet I muſt think, 
and I tit, that if I was innocent of the crimes. which were Boks my char 65 | 
I ought not to be a ſufferer, by any neceſfary conſequence of that charge; nor is 


tou | 
loſs which I have ſuſtained on this account trifling, having amounted altogether to more 


; 
i 


1 


| N 


leave, Honourable: Sirs, to obviate one miſconſtruction of what I have ad- 


oy 
: —_ on the ſubje& of my expences, by diſclaiming any right of charging them to 


your account, or to that of the Company—you did not impeach me. 


Von impoſed no-neceſlity of incuring hezvy expences upon me; on the contrary, 


Fob} 


I gr fully acknowledge, that in one inſtance you have relieved me from a very heavy” 


charge; which would elſe have attended my proſecution, in the liberal allowance whict 

you were pleaſed to grant me, of copies of all official documents which I might want 
or 'me:defence;; extracted from the 8 Records. Much leſs can I t my 

obligations to your Honourable Court, for they were effeRual aid, which my defence 


atlarge, that I can aſſert my c forbe: ug 

(perhaps my ignorance were 2 better plea) to oy to whom I can charge it. Yet on 
whomſoever the charge as an 1 may lie, I am moſt aſſuredly entitled to it ſome- 
Where. This a right which (as F humbly coneeive) does not depend on the variable 


went relited almoſt wholly eo aste, by which large profits have accrued to the public, 


"any blame attached to them, alam claim ſomething more than indemnity. 
| „that I may not be puniſhed for having 
performed them. O other ſervices: I pe not.” They do not appertain to this ſub- 


ject. R 
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As my claim at this time before your Honourable Court, I hope I ſhall not be deemed 
400 intruſive in this expoſition of the grounds on which I prefume to build it. As an 

old ſervant-of- the Company, to whoſe ſervice all that I ever poſſeſſed of active life has 
been wholly devoted, I hope I may allowably plead for a larger indulgence, and to throw r 


= F myſelf upon your protection, and to requeſt that you will have the goodneſs to intereſt 
: yourſelves in my behalß in whatever way your wiſdom may direct, fo that I may obtain 
| | 2 de redreſs which 1 ſolicit. I would not be importunate, and J am fure it is as foreign 
| 5 _ from my defire as it ig from my intereſt, to urge any thing that may offend; but if it 
can be; I pray you-to obtain ſor ine a deliverance-atleaft from my preſent ſtate of ſuſpence, 
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F that in any event I may take 1 be yet in my power to extri ate m „ 1 175 
from the e een tion of my perſonal Ne erzbenke „3 LIT IN | 55 
whatever meaſure er th me. LS oy 4” 55 
5 | pits mne wi the greateſt ehe, . CVVT 
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5 P. 8. Thope, "Honourable Sirs, 33 which Lhave id 290 the mature of the 
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likely to be ſoon again brought before them, ſtill I cannot but feel myſelf impreſſed | 

with the warmeſt a gratitude for the ſhare I have in the pe ; 8 
of it; which is, by ſtating to me the reports which have prevailed, to the injury both ; 

| of my character and pretentions, to afford me the means of repelling them, and of | 
jiuſtiſying the paſt approbation and beneficence of my generous and ever reſpected | # 
employers. I with pleaſure acknowledge the obligation, and return you my 5 d 

and dk greteful thanks for il Sos thus Ga 1 VVV | i 


Too the demand which you have made, and expreſſed in terms of the moſt impreſ- = 
, five ſolemnity, I ſhall reply, as I ought, with the pledge of my honour, which it 
requires for the verification of it, and with as ſacred and awful a regard to truth, as 
if I was ſtill in the preſence of that tribunal, before which I have already made a fi- 
milar declaration upon the ſame ſubject, and called upon the Almighty to atteſt it. 


J will firſt endeavour to lay before you, in as ſew words as poſſible, that full, plain, 


and unequivocel account of my fortune as it ſtands at the preſent moment, Which 
you are pleaſed to require of me. „„ So 7 | 5 
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I owe to my Solicitors, and to various individuals £.97,000; ß 


To anſwer this ſum, I poſſeſs the eſtate of Daylesford in Worceſterſhire, which 
coſt me, including the original purchaſe, and what I have expended upon the houſe, _ 
gardens, and lands, about £.60,000. The eſtate is 650 acres, and may be valued - 
at £.500 .clear yearly rent: I have a diamond which I purchaſed for a remittance 
twenty-one years ago, it is till unſold, and its eſtimated value is £.3,000—l paid 
for it, 33,000 fieca rupees.” © I have ene ſhare in the Berrington, and another in the 

OF Phoenix Indiamen, is 994] at the firſt coſt, £.2,232, I have ſome furniture, horſes, 
. and other farming ſtock, which it is impoſſible! to appreciate ; I believe I overrrate 
them at (a., ooo; and I have recoverable debts, owing to me in England, amount- - ; 
ing to about £.3,;000. I do moſt ſolemnly affirm to you, Sir, upon my honour, that 1 „„ | 
have no other property in any other part of the world which can-properly be called - 8 e 
ſuch ; ſome debts in India, and a few in England, which I have not included, and, | . 
thoſe of no very great amount, being as I conceive them, abſolutely  irrecoyerable 3 
For prudential reaſons I do not chooſe to undervalue that property, which it is poſ- 
ſible that I may be eventually compelled to realize; and as. the probable ſum, which 
it would yield in that eaſe; is a ſubje& of mere calculation, which any perſon may be 
#0 as competent to form as myſelf, I ſhall not undertake, nor is it therefore neceſſary, 
5 „  .to hate yen 
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received; and the mode in which I have lived ſince my arrival; declatin 5 10 the 


firſt place, and with the ſame ſolemn appeal which I made in Weſtminſter Hall, that 
I never was worth, at any time of my life, the ſum of-£.100,000; and that in this 


calculation, I conclude every kind aſd deſcription of property whatſoever. 


On the 31ſt of January, 186, I defired my Agent, Mr. Woodman, to draw 
out a ſtate of the fortune which I then pdſſeſſed in England, and of which he at that ©- 
time kept the accounts; and which I conceived to comprehend the whole amount 


that I was worth, balancing the amount of my debts and running expences in. India, 
with the debts which were owing to me, and | 


OW! 1 which I had a probability of recover- 
ing; many of them being of a nature which forbad me to conſider them as debts, 
even at the time in which they were contracted. This account, with Mr. Wood- 


| man's name ſubſcribed to it, and ſince atteſted by him on oath before the Court of 


Peers in Weſtminſter Hall, I put into the hands of my friend, Major Scott, who 


was at that time a member of the Houſe of Commons, and authoriſed him to produce 


+ 


it wherever, and in what way ſoever he ſhould judge it neceſſary, to repel the falſe 
reports which did prevail, and were induſtriouſſy circulated, reloeQing the amount 
of my fortune. Of the prudence or neceſſity of this cautionary expedient I will not 
pretend to judge: it appeared to me indiſpenſible at the time; and when the ſubject 
was firſt; mentioned by Major Scott in the Houſe of Commons, he either did it by 
my expreſs deſire, or with my concurrence. I had information, that an attempt 
would be made in the month of February 1787, to obtain an order to ſecure m 
perſon and my property, under the plea of preventing me from withdrawing myſ 


from the kingdom, or making over my fortune; no motion to that effect was formal- 


ly made, but the neceſlity of it urged, and ſupported by a declaration, that la 
_ had, on the dete day, been ſold out of the ſtocks, leaving an im pre 
undoubtedly, upon the minds of the members who heard it, that I had ſold property 
to a conſiderable amount; it was upon that occaſion, that my friend truly ſtated 
both the amount of my fortune, and the ſecurities in which it was veſted, no part of 
Mr. Woodman's account is inſerted in the printed paper to which you allude; it 
was circulated at my deſire amongſt the Proprietors, and I requeſted Mr. Luſhing- 
ton to declare, in my name, that 1 was ready to verify the contents of it upon oath, 
to the beſt of my knowledge : allow me, Sir, to refer = to that printed paper, for 
any points which may. not be ſufficiently explained in this letter, defiring you to no- 
tice, that in that paper I have underſtated my law expences, and my debts; not in- 
cluding all the intereſt on the firſt, nor all that were outſtanding of the latter ; nor of | 
neceſſity, the expences ſince incurred. - . 
By Mr. Woodman's account you will ſee that the balance. of my fortune, on the 
31ſt of January, 1786, was . 65,313 13s. 6d.; to this ſum C. 10000 are to be ad- 
ded, as explained in that paper, heing a debt due to me in England, and ſince paid? 
together with £.4,000. 0 ee recovered in India, and fince remitted; ſo that the 


2 7 * * * $ 
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* 
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real amount of my productive fortune on the 31ſt of January, 1786, was C. 79313. 
It is true, I have received a. further mn £+17,000 from India, Which Is = ay | 


: 
— 


% 


Wt CSS ; 
W 
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5 e chat paper, e Remittances from Thdia;” dut that was not a debt recovered; - 
It was a remittance made to me in conſequence of my trial, in a manner which I will 


freely explain to you in the ſubſequent part of this letter; I confine myfelf now to an 
cmmmeratio of al the money that has come into my poſſefiion fince T arrived anal 


* for the purpoſe of ſhewing how it was all expended. 


Tue Jebit fide of the account ſtates various debts which were tbe pa ad ove of : 


Wann ſide; in effect all were paid, except the ſum of . 


8. to be due to Mr. Barwell, which has been already explained not to bn ck 4 
— Rs on bond to Major- Scott for Caſh weld of bin in India; that 
unpaid, the amount of money in my hands fince January 


i 5706, excluſive e of thohey Lately botrowed, W 


ſult, is C. 101, 373, 28 ſtated in de printed account. 
Bete T proceed to ew dow this um was expended, I muſt beg leave dene, 


that it was not merely © from appearences, bat from reports injurioufly propagated, 


that men of character and honour have found it difficult to reconcile the ftate of 


fortune, with the mode in which I have lived, and the enormous expences which 
== for ſuch is the interpretation which I take the li to put upon the ex- 


of your letter to which I allude, and which u fene of * 
you to convey in that allufive term. 4 | 


Thave been told, and I think it proper, and in ET hee 


© as it appertains ſo immediately to the ſubject before me, that my expences have been 
eſtimated at £.16,000 a year; that 1 A ſuppoſed to have kid out more than 


. 100,000 on my eftate at Daylesford ; and that the various expences attendi 
Lac were fepre ſented to be of ſuch 2 n 


ere ublic eye, were ſo enormouſly large, that it was affirmed, — 


which 1 feverente thb mern, to name it on ſuch an occaſion, and with the 


f ee affirmation, that I had been & able to buy up all 
«6 


and that £.20,000 had been nded in the publication of Mr. 
s's libels.” — This declaration was made fo far back as the year 1790, and 


« 
leaves the ſuggeſtion of 2 ſum moſt enormous, included in the 1 
other Expences, and in the period which has fince'clapſed. | 


\T' ah of tie pots n ne, by bat what was my rea 


charge wel 


ee eee and eg in» hired ready furniſhed huſs; 


5 2 St. James's Place, and next in Wimpole Street, until the year year 1790, when 


s. a purchaſed the houſe in Park Lane, as I have above mentioned, 


"© aſmall eſtate in Old Windlor, called Beaumont Lodge, in 1786, and 
re-ſold in 178g, for the exa2t ſum that I had given and expended upoa it. 5 


1 as ama A und about two 


tr 1 | 


years ſince che remainder; it was an object that I had long wiſhed to poſſeſs; it was 
the fpot in which I had paſſed much of my infancy, and Peel for it an affection of 
which an alien could not be ſuſceptible, becauſe I ſee in it attractions Which that 
ſtage of life imprinted on my mind, and my memory ſtill retains. - It had been the 
property of my family during _ centuries, and had not been more than ſeventy- 
five years out of their polleflion. ' I ſhould not notice theſe trivial circumftances, but 
chat in detailing the is of my expences, I feel that in that part of them which 
relates to this P ce, I have to defend myſelf, if I can, againſt the charge of extra- 
vagance, and | fear T have no better excuſe for its, © © 


- While 1 was providing for my reception at Daylesford, I rented a houſe in Berk- 
ſhire, which I occupied two pn, My reſidence in theſe periods, and to the pre- 
ſent time, has been ſucceſſively divided the town and country in the places 
which I have enumerated. | EIED | 


My ſtyle of living in both has borne no marks of extravagance, or ſplendor. To 
ee witneſſed it, I think I may ſay, it was rather below — exceeding 
the rank in like which my former ſtation might have entitled me to aſſume. Negli- 
gent and improvident as I may be in other inſtances of expence, this branch of it has 
ever been conducted with the moſt exact and profitable cxconomy i for I can afficm 


oy 


moſt poſitively that domeſtic my expences, including every ſpecies of diſburſement, 


oth in town and country, do not exceed one year with another . 3, 500 in their an- 
nual amount; I affirm the fact, but do not aſſume the credid of it. 


I have ſtated the groſs coſt of my eftate in Daylesford to be /.60,000, but as I 
am now only relating the actual expenditure made upon it out + the money which 
I have Rated to have been in my poſſeſſion, I muſt deduct from this amount the ſum 
of £44,000 which is fill due, and the further ſum of £.1,600, being the purchaſe 
money of a ſmall eſtate belonging to the manor of Daylesford, which was purchaſet 


4 
* * 


Y | po | 
for me while I was abroad, and makes an article in Mr. Woodman's account. This 


leaves the ſum of £54,400 for my whole expenditure on this head. 
© The extra expences attending my impeachment, and the previous inv 


in the Houſe of Commons, have amounted to the ſum of £.21,840, Of this charge 


I have paid only £.4,700, the remaining ſum of £.17,140 is included in my debts. 
That 1 muſt W have been ſubjected to a great variety of incidental 5.4 


beſides thoſe which are chargetdin my Solicitors* bills, will be obvious to every man. 


The total amount is, I believe, conſiderably within any eſtimate that has been made 
of them. 33 n N CESS - 4 1 8 ape 5 , S ö e f * a 12 
J have now, Sir, gone through every head of charge as applied to the ſum ſpeci- 
fied, andthe following Ratemen wiltexhibit at erw all the ſums that I have both 
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men dasses re. 
i printed > ©. 1 lesfors n 3 
:I re ee c 5 9.265 | 
Borrowed from-various gentlemen pres xtra ces pai 5 pat os ? 
in the laſt and preſent year . 23,000 Intereſt on Major Scott's Ni 
Legizy left by Leuten cel. [ tes years, at f percent 4999 
en enen dee y,0bg|Domettic(cxpences in town and © | | 
7 5 by. $72 724 e SY e Ware 9 1455 
FT Gs : | : years: s ' 7 ky 
e ; ; 2 I £2 - 2 - ; & 4 163 -.4 + 7 4” 4.127,38 5 
1 1 e 7 1 4 2. 55 8 } n 
#5. þ iel „ » | 2 3 1641 TELE F2Þ% -SE7 = * 
E 2 * Na $2 17. 
Lieutenant Rac 


left me 3 legacy of £,x,000, 
tle pts paper was ien fon which 


These 1 © eh not e 12 . 1 balanced, nor do ] do] vouch for their PAR; 
cy, 1 have taken no credit, for the inter upon my mortgages; they were paid 
D inſtalments, and I muſt have received 25 intereſt upon them. may . 
| 200 204 1 do conſciouſly belive, chat T haye eſtimated my houſchold expences too * 

and, in parts of every head of diſburſement, I have had recourſe to my 8. 

to conjecture in default of preſent or accurate materials. My bills were diſcount; 
Cs at a leſs and ſometimes with intereſt due upon them; There muſt, —_ 
fore of coutſe beſome trifling errors on each ſide this 2 ki. none, I am con- 
fident, that can make a difference of any conſequence, and for every eſſential purpoſe 
the account is Completes and will, I un de deemed a full, « 4 unequivocal 
22 to Sea 1 letter which requires from me ſuch a Antement upon honour, 
2 12 ny the Hemi bo who 5 rs in the 4 12 Fats of my, 

2 not a ſu ciency to m expences eclare u 

25 [ and in the moſt 25 manner, Ag have emed to the 1 


2 cube obeys ond with 1 ou pn W Bah IAA 
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Denne * FE | con which 1 ptotited "ROY 

letter of the pan roach N 172000 which were made to me 
part of Angier N with it, but not 
Terkle to find that I OY OR ned beyond. 
| tnd ll atten wo de. - n 


pith ve fo the aff of individuals, cated for 
ieving bg my wants 9 were received in the years. 1790 
and , at times, in which bur for them, = 1 mould have een re | 


EVE do not mention this 28 an excuſe for my acc them, 
fince I am not conſcious of any law, or moral obli that forbad it; I mention it 


ee Paw Ia rage er Wes aaa _—_— 


i 


— 


— — 


. 3 N 1 
N 0 — 5 
. * 1 1 — p . j 

s 1 C 


under the imputation of poſſeſſing inordinate- wealth, and when in addition to the 
| charge of extravagance, I was publickly accuſed of the moſt corrupt diſpoſal of it, 
I was actually on the verge of penury, and in fear of wanting the means of acqui- 
ring the common neceſſaries of life, but in the degrading reſource of private credit, to Th, 
. } © 


which I have ſince been actually compelled to ſubmit. | 


Iͤ makeit ny requeſt, Sir, that you will have the goodneſs to lay this letter before | | 
the Honourable. Court of Directors, and to them I make it my requeſt that it may 175 bd 
be ſubmitted to the Court of Proprietors. I take this occaſion to return them my b | : | 
moſt - grateful thanks for the diſtinguiſhed honour which they have conferred upon 

me by their late reſolutions. I thank them for thoſe teſtimonies of their approbation 
of my ſervices, and for the bounty with which they have ſo liberally rewarded them. 
That I have completely received, as far as they could beſtow it, in their public decla- 
ration, that they thought me deſerving of it; nor have I a wiſh reſpecting it, ſo far as 
it regards them, unſatisfied. But with reſpect to the reſolution which they have | LATE | 
been generouſly pleaſed to paſs to indemnify me for the legal expences of my trial, I 
" own F cannot contemplate its reſult, with the ſame tranquil reſignation. require ! | 
| the accompliſhment of it, not on the ſcore of intereſt, but of honour, that I may ac- 7 
quit myſelf of my engagements to thoſe, to whoſe confidence and friendſhip I owe, 


q 
that I am not abſolutely deſtituſGGG. 


With ſuch a ſtake I feel no repugnance to make my bumble ſupplication to my | 5 
employers, that I may obtain from their generoſity that relief which I once thought | 1+ |. 4 
I had a right to er from the juſtice and from the laws of my country. Fe. | „ | 1] 

I have the houour to be, 15 75 „ Th '0 | | 4 
wa 


Ws : : - | : Sin, : ; N 5 : £3 3 N ; 
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- Your much obliged; 

i and moſt obedient humble ſcrvant, : 

| ' WARREN HASTINGS. | 0 

To Si. STEPHEN LusHINGToN, Bart. 5 | 3 5 | „ x 


= Chairman of the Court of Directors. 
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to in the Letters of SIR STBPHEN LUSHINGTONazd Mr. HA TIN GS. 


Ve is an era Copy of the Paber printed and circulated among ft the Proprietors, and 


Property of. W. 8 » Di BFS. 

Gs 21 Jan. e Her 

4. d. g 4 5 & J. 

Mortgage i in Sbropſhire. 36,800 5 10 To "ER — 391 6 
Do. in Huntingdonſhire. 6 000 O To Richard Burwell, Eſq. by 000 o 
Do. in Kent and Middleſex . 17,192 0 o | To. Major Scott, due on 
Do. in Hammerſmith. 1,000. 0, of bond for caſh lent Mr. 
Landed property purchaſed 2,600 o of Haftings in India 5,000 © © 
Mortgage paid on eſtate at To Mrs aſtings 12,083 6 $3 

Stubb's Hill - , © of To 83 years intereſt, ; 
C. 5620. 3 per cents com- II I. 10, 234 paid on part 

— ac hs. 3-877 16 0 F.4,000—remains 6,234 © © 
A ſert of bills on the Com- Io bills drawn from India $5,600 o o 

pany bearing intereſt 3,851 0 0 Do. do. — 35026 18 10 
Do. for C. 14, Ole. 11s. 24. Do. 0a: * © 1,000. 0 © 


whereof are diſcounted 4 5 | | . x hs om 
.8,000—remain —_ ee, | KS ba 
£2 on intereſt from theſe me 373335 11 6 | 


bills %o 
c 
Pau vs 3.585 12 
Do. do. A 45 0 5 
diaman | L116 of oF —- 
2 


Do. on * Berrington 1,116 0 


102,649 5 
Debts deducted 37.335 11 


65,313 13 6 


Soppoſing the ſums ed ape, and lit- 
0 _ tobe nearly equal. | 6; 


0 


This i is"the Copy of an account, aa by Mr. Haſtin Haſtings Attorney Attorney 
and Brother-in-law, Mr. Woodman, on the 31ſt _ 1786. Mr, W 


was examined as a witneſs in Weſtminſter Hall, and confirmed it upon oath.o 3 1 
alſo ſwore to the actual ſtate of Mr. Haſtings's fortune at different periods, as far as 
he knew it, between 1778 and 1786. He alſo ſwore that he neither knew nor be- 


lieved that Mr. Haſtings had remitted any property to Europe, except through the 


. On the 25th May, 1793. af 


(Signed) | JOHN aan. 


Fg 


($83.3 


Eaſt India Company, and to no others but his three joint Attornies, Sir Francis 
Sykes, Mr. Waller and Mr. Woodman. |, EE 


Mr. Haſtings, at the cloſe of his defenee, f in 1793, in Weſtminſter Hall, proteſt- 
ed, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he made no remittances, except to the three 
gentlemen above mentioned; and that his fortune at no time, including every ſpecies 
of property, exceeded C. Ioo, ooo; and that all he poſlefied, ſtood pledged at that 
moment to anſwer the debts he had contracted during the trial. The truth of this 


4 


ſtatement, Mr. Haſtings will immediately confirm on oath. 
Mr. Larkins, who was the attorney of Mr. Haſtings in Bengal was alſo examined 
in Weſtminſter Hall in 1794; but the managers did not chuſe to aſk either him or 
Mr, Woodman a ſingle queſtion as to the ſtate of his private fortune, at any period 


of time. 


The circumſtance of C. bo, ooo of Mr. Haſtings's law expences being unpaid was 
not generally known; [conſequently it appeared difficult even for 2 and honout-- 
able men, who neither knew this fat, nor others which will be ſtated, to conceive 
the poſſibility of his having been able to maintain himſelf in the manner he has lived 
ſince his return to England. The following ſtatement; however, will make the 


matter clear: - 1 : 


State of his fortune on the 31ſt January, 1786 £-65,313 13 6- 
Debt of £.3000 ſtated to be due to Mr. Barwell, was a | 
balance unpaid upon a bill of C. 10, oo0 drawn by Mr. | 
Haſtings from India, on his Attornies in England. It 
was a loan, a circumſtance not known to them at the 
ime, conſequently the whole is to be added to Mr. 


* * 


10,000 © ©: 


aſtings's fortune, as it has been repaid - 
Doubtful debts recovered, and remittances from India, - 
not ſuppoſed recoverable in 17880 21,000 0 0 
| 96,313 13 ' 


To this ſum is to be added the C. 5, ooo due on bond to Major Scott, for . 50,009 
current rupees paid to Mr. Larkins, on account of Mr. Haſtings, in India, in the 
year 1781, This makes the total ſum in the hands of Mr. Haſtings, ſince the 3iſt 
January, 1786, L. 101, 313 6s. ' | N 
Out of this ſum he has paid for Daylesford; he has paid his Solicitors and Counſel. 

L£,10,205; and he has paid his expences in part, many of which were incurred ſolely. 
by the impeachment, though erf are different in their nature from thoſe which may 
be deemed legal conſequences of it. FAKE 2 7 4 


\ | | : | 
of 3 Onthe 28th May, 17 * 3 | 
„ Y,. 1793 | : LAW: 


i 


L 12 J 


LAW CHARGES. 


Mr Shawe, the Solicitor's bill, and intereſt s, o8o 
Mr. Smith's, eſtimated at | - th: . 3,500 
Meſſrs. Law, Plumer, and Dallas, for drawing anſwers to tze 
articles ; 0 3 „ 5 fl | 1,500 
„„ e 71,080 
Of this ſum Mr. Haſtings has paid, . 
- To Mr. Shaw - 8 of” > £2,000 
To Mr. Smith - Ee} 7 - - „ 
IT To Meſſrs. Law, Plumer, and Dallas — at 1,500 
10,205 - 


Under the head of law expences, therefore, there remains due .. 60,87 VS 


- Of this ſum £.19,080 has lately been paid to Mr. Shawe, whoſe debt is reduced 
to £.40,000, for which Mr. Haſtings has given him a bond, bearing an intereſt of 
five per cent. But to enable Mr. Haſtings to pay this ſum of £.19,080, and other 
 expences, he was obliged to borrow money; and the actual ſtate of his debts at this 
moment is, 


To Mr. Shawe, en bond — - C. 40, ooo 
To ſeveral individuals W 338,240 
To Major Scott, for money lent in India | F 
To Mr. Smith, eſtimated at | - - - 15,795 


. %%% ᷣ Bro; 
Of this ſum of . 85, ooo the money paid and due, under the head of Law 4.4 | 
dene, i. £7hobe ee 


To meet theſe debts, Mr. Haſtings, (poſſeſſes the eſtate of Daylesford, a ſhare in 
the Berrington, and another in the Phoenix Eaſt Indiamen, with a diamond which 
- he ene in 1774, as a remittance; its eſtimated value is C. 3, ooo. If any pro- 
perty is ſtill recoverable in India, the amount is too trifling to notice; it cannot reach 


By the preceeding account it will be ſeen, that from Mr. Haſtings's fortune, as it 
ſtood in 1786, {.22,234 was transferred to Mrs Haftings. The circumſtance is 
this: On their marriage in 1777, he ſettled a lack of rupees upon her, and gave her 
_ a'draft for that ſum on his Attornies in England, who were to pay the amount to 
Mrs Haſtings's truſtees ; but his attornies having employed all his money in mort- 
ges, Which could not then be called in, the bill was returned to Bengal, and Mr. 
Haag thought it right and juſt, when it was finally paid, to allow it to accumulate 
with India Intereft. By the {aſe of ſome j wels in Englagd and India, Mrs. Haſt- 
ings has increaſed this ſum of £-22,234 to 30,000, and ſhe has by the ſame means 
deen enabled to purchaſe the bouſe in Park Lane; but beyond the ſum of £.22,2 


* IE | 
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Mr. Haſtings Fas nelther direciy nor indire ; either in Indis'6r in England; ade 

over one ſhilling of his property to Mrs Ha ings, nor to any perſon or Re th. 
t for her, nor, to his knowl or r belieh f, does ſhe e any e 

is above ſpecified. 


That the law expenices h dj bath cy conſiderable, Indeed, vil be generally ad. FE 
mitted.” It ſhould be remem , however, that the nation has = 


. 2 2 


1, for the e ces of the 
£7 tes thank one-fifth . a 

gers, who were the ſpeaking Counſel of the Houſe _ — gave their labour” | 
and trouble'to the Public gratis; and if the balance yet due, and the . . 
ing, be added, the public charge muff conſiderabiy exceed C. 100, 00. 1 


But no reaſonable man will onder that an enormous experice has been ncur! 
when he conſiders the nature of the trial of Mr. which was, in point of . * 
fact, neither more nor leſi than à trial of 250 rig which Great Britain to thoſe 8 
immenſe advantages which ſhe has tas from TR n. the 1 of ad 25 
commercial Company. . _ 1 Nee = 5 ; 
2 early as f 67, the House of r it proper to enquire pen 
SC ed its empire in India. From that da 755 o the mir by 2 
— * 3 e enquire have oy. lace,” and Mr. 1 5 gs was XY on 
_ impeached for ey 2 ent teen civil, milita EF 
and.financial. His defence 76 naturally a work of — — labour, 2 l 
ous expence. It is perfectiy true, that ultimately the Houſe of Commons were pleaſ- 
ed do reſt their proſecution upon four points Benates che Preſcnts--- 
the Contracts; but it was not until the year 1791, that is, the fourth year of the trial, 
that Mr. Haſtings knew they would fo reft it; conſequently he was obliged to be 


armed at all points; im other words, he was to pr N world, that the meaſuresby. 


which he increaſed the annual reſources of Bei 3,000,000.'ts £.5,500,000, -. 
were wile, juft, and proper. But it'does riot ſtop here; © thoſe Gentlemen who have 
attended either to the debates in the Houſe of Commons, or to the Managers 5 
in Weſtminſter Hal] will well recolle& that the trial was faid, by members of all 
parties, to be profeſſedly inſtituted for the joint es of retrieving the national 
character, and of doing Vice to India. It was publicly ſaid by Mr. 8 when 
he * the Commons of Great Britain, that to ſuppoſe the nation, provided 
Mr. Haſtings were found guilty, baſe enough to enjoy the man ene millions which he 
admitted were uired by his meaſures; would be* "moft to libel her. Te 2 
would be impoffible, del to find Mr. Haſtings gal ilty of 45 broke che law, in 
receiving preſents. of having unjuſtly liſpolelled Cheyt Sis —5 of WE OW... 5 
the Begums, 'wi Without doing ample) juflice to the injured parties, 185 | 


Without preſuming to think for a moment that any one man; Rill les wat any body BE 

ol men, wtprefuming by other than the beſt motives forthe ſhare they have had in 
- Indian inquiries, it may ſtill be of ſome importance to-point out what would have been X 
. * ao 1 had not A 9 complete” juſtification : oli” 
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| Ce 5 erben ar,, October 1 $1. His ſucceſſor from that Gme to this © 
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; 8 | evi ever Hirte, cither in the Houle of e 
Weſtminſter Hall, the acquittal of Haſtings has ſaved eee 3 5 1 
the — and a future rent of £.200,000 a year; but it has done much, more 2 


it has retrieved the national, as well as the Company's 8 and the world, will be 
convinced of the truth of the aſſertion ſo often made by Mr. Dundas and WY well 
informed men, that the Government of Great Bas in La i deen a ble 86 


not Curſes to the millions under its rule. . 5 
ee al. gs hel my be gl ce. 
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Ke . of Bengal in the month of April 1772: The year 
preceeding, the total annual reſources of the Bengal Government were 3, 132, 358 ; 


He leſt in 1785, when its annual reſources were . 5,218,815 in Engliſh money, 


ing an increaſe of more than £52,000,000 a The reſources have ſince been 
nk to 00,000, from the IT a ſyſtem adopted by! Mr. 


55 
Haſtings; a 3 « tem for which he. has been i — =o by which is continued, in all 
ts parts, to the preſent day, under the com W of * wt 


7 ©'s Muiters and the Eat India Company. 4 


By the accounts annually 1 to Partiacient by Me: Dundas, the Toda Mi. | 
niſtes, it appears that the nd revenues of Bengal have varied very little, indeed, in 
theis annual amount for the laſt twenty-five years, and they are now fixed for ever at 


the 2 rent of former years, about C. 3, 100, ooo a yeat; 11 Tyra ad pp iter 
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Not one of theſe branches of public reſource exifril when Mr. Haftings came te 
the Government of Bengal in 1772. He created them all during his adminiſtration, 


and they all (the Poſt Office excepted) were chargetd to be criminal. His arrange- 


ments for Oude, and its dependencies, furniſhed matter for ſixteen articles of impeach- 
ment; and the reſult of thoſe arrangements is ſimply this, that between 1773 and 
%94; the Company has actually received £.16,000,000 ſterling into its treaſury more 
it wonld have done, if Mr. Haſtings had not concluded that engagement with 
Sujah Dowlah in 1773, which is known by the name of the Treaty of Benares. 
Such ate the paff 4 2 in future, the Company have the belt grounded expectati- 
Otis of receiving £433,341 2 year from Benares, and £.535,665 a year from Oude. 
ich have been the con/equences of Mr. Haſtings having'diſobeyed orders; for he was 
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third of our army has been paid 
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It is very well known to every Gentleman converſant in Indian affairs, that from 
1765, when Lord Clive acquired the Duannee, to 1772, when Mr. Haſtings came 
tothe Government, neatly a chird of our military force was either in Oude or'Corah, 
and paid by the extraction of youu from Bengal. But from 1772 to this time, a 

paid by the Sovereign of Oude, independent of the ve 
— ſums in ſpecie es 2 Oude into Bengal, in conſequence of the Rohilla 
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 Bendres and Oude come under the ſame head. Had no Britiſh troops been in 

Qude. when Sujah Dowlah'dicd, 'in 1775, Benares hever would have been acquired; 
on che contrary, the probability is, that Oude arid Benares would have been overrun 
by the R 4 


and other northern invaders,” had not their power been deftroyed by 
the war the preceeding year. In a word, if the intimate connection which has ſubſiſt- 
ed between Bengal and Oude for two years, had been found, as it was alledg - 
ed tc be, diſgraceful to the nation, and diſedvanitageous to the Company, Mr. Haft- 
ings would have been, as he ought to be; reſponſible for the whole. But as the re- 


. verſe is proved to be the fact, and as the Company have directed, under the appro-— 
bation of the King's Miniſters, that the arrangement which he finally framed, ſhould 


that they are indebted t6 the zeal and abilities of Mr. 


be * inuariab _— they will ne yer ſuffer him to be ruined' becauſe he has 
Wee bompelled ro cia in x Court of aw, the propriety of thoſe were by | 


which they have ſo greatly profited. 5 


As to the ſalt revenue, the Directors have ſaid, in expo and unqualified terms, _ 
* | aſtings, for projecting and 
carryivg into execution 2 plan by which ſo great a revenue was created, and which 
nisys in future years, be fafrly eſtimated at more tham £.1,000 ſterling. It was 
done at his own ſeparate reſponſibility, his colleagues refuſing to take any ſhare of it, 
when he with — a e their 1 to its ws. Eh doom om was con- 
demnediin the ſtrongeſt poſſible terms, ormed one of the charges originally pre- 

ſued againſt him to-the Houſe of Commons. 5 "LEFT | 
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lets allo proved by evidence, that the Company are indebted to MF. Haſtings for oo ©, 9 0 
| he revenue ariling from opium. Before he ſucceeded to the Government, it Was n 
emolument of office annexed to the Patna factory. a ik ay LOT . HL TOR, 
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{a R he. pany £ 2,130,582 , LF 
e laßt years (ett money, In ſame; years they, have. produced ſomething more, inn 
"others ſometh Res bar without No del e eration, it ly Fay” -*- VVV 
| An trflly been hat the Eaſt India Company has been ria for %% MHH 23546 £26 31500 34 oe "ok OY 
' KK  perfonof Mr. Haſtings, for the means by which two millions a year have been added © © © ũ 
| to the annual reſources of Bengal, and for the meaſures by which the Britiſh empire nn ©. 
India was preſerved againſt the moſt powerful combination ever formed for the deſtruc- - ?˙b.8 
tion of a 15 le ſtate. Nor is this all. In addition to the revenue which Mr. Haſ t. 
ings created, under the five e, heads, the ſum of C. 540, ooo is to be added,, YE OG 
under the head of Reduction of Expenditure. Mr. Haſtings having ſtopped the pay.. 
ment of the Kings tribute, reduced the ſtipend of the N of Bengal, and having I 
brought £.1,000,000 ſterling from Oude in the years 1773 and 1774, the intereſt o +04 
_ which is eight lacks a year; omg mayer it may be fairly admitted, that by the me VVV 
ſures of Mr. Haſtings, C. 2, 670, 582 were added to the annual reſources of Bengal. 
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Suppoſe a ſteward to have the management of an eſtate which produced ,£.3,000 a _ - 3 
3s year and that by ag unwearied attention to the intereſt of his principal, he ! 
ad increaſed that e to above (. 5 500 a year; that he had done this by tee 0: 2 
meaſures which to the tenants ared neither unjuſt nor oppreſſive ; that after a 51> 23 
management of thirteen years the ſteward were to retire,” and on quitting the ſervicde Ev 
ol his principle, ſhould receive the fulleſt acknowledgments of the value and impor=. © 
tance of his ſervices: ſuppoſe a r, Which neither the principle nor his ſteward 44” ; 2312 IE 26 00K) —_— 
+  _ _--* could controul, viewing all that had patted in andther hen were #0 bring 300: E245 1897-8 
againſt the ſteward, charging him with 275) es eee the tenantry, abuſed the Rn were. On 
Confidence placed in him by the principal;- and accuſing him of rendering the name, FAA 
not only of his principle, but of every one connefted with him, odious and deteſtible: ESD 
ſuppoſe the parties to be fully heard, and, after a Japſe of many years, the ſteward ac. 
quitted completely of every accuſation: ſuppoſe him to be ruined by the expences ne. | 
cefſlarily incurred in ſo long a ſuit; and ſuppoſe his principal, while the ſuit was pend- 
ing, to de in the receipt of all the additional rents which the meaſures of the fteward had 
procured for him; is it to be believed, that in equity the ſteward would not be entitled 
da his coſts from his principal, provided my ey not to be obtained for his proſecu - + 
tor? Such is preciſely the caſe between Mr. Haſtings, and the Eaſt-India Compan x. 
He has the ſtrongeſt poſſible claim both upon their juſtice and their generoſity; n 
appeal which has never yet been made to them in varm, and will not undoubtedly, on 
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| | Every gentleman who has attended to what has paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, 

| mauſt know, that it has been repeated!y aſſerted in Parliament, by men of all deſeti ?- 1 
: l tions, that if Mr. Haſtings was acquitted, there was nothing in the ſhape of remunn e; 
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